Letters 


Adapted from Shaykh Ahmad & Musa Jibrils 
(aU | loghas ) Ramadan Series 
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We begin with the name of Allah, 
the most Gracious, the most Merciful. 
We ask Allah jor guidance and to 


grant us beneficial knowledge! 
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"Praise be to Allah. We seek His help and forgiveness. We 
seek refuge with Him from the evils of our souls. Whoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray, and whoever Allah 
leads astray none can guide. | testify that there is nothing 
worthy of worship, but Allah, and | testify that Muhammad 
(&&) is His slave and final Messenger." 
Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu 
Dear Parents, Alhamdulillah, with the help of Allah we were 
able to adapt Shaykh Ahmad's (all 4lààs) Gems of Ramadan 
Series and part of Shaykh Musa's (aÏ 425) Ramadan book, 
into a children's booklet. Our goal was to keep the same 
essence of their beneficial works to In Shaa Allah help and 
inspire the next generation of Muwahhideen. There is a 
letter filled with beneficial lessons for you to read to your 
children each day of Ramadan In Shaa Allah, and after that 
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q short challenge to complete. 
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Keep track of the amount of days you fasted 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? Maa Shaa Allah, I am so happy, because Allah allowed us to reach 
this beautiful month of Ramadan. Alhamdulillah. I would like to take this opportunity to 


congratulate you on the beginning of Ramadan! May this month be full of joy, Iman boost, and 
an opportunity to grow closer to Allah. Or just like Shaykh Ahmad (Ùl aos) would make 
Du’aa for you: “I say may Allah bless your Ramadan and accept from you. May Allah honor 
you by granting you the opportunity to gain the most out of this Ramadan, and may it be 
sincere for His sake. I ask Allah that you be among the special ones whose necks are marked 


as saved from the punishment of Hell.” 


So now you might think, “What is the purpose of these letters?” These letters will hopefully 
function as a small gift for you. In Shaa Allah they will help inspire you to get to action this 
beautiful month and make the most of it! Did you know, my beloved child, that in this month, 
forgiveness will come from every angle? The prophet Muhammad (#22) mentioned three 


chances for when all your sins will be forgiven: 


“Whoever fasts Ramadan out of faith and in hope of reward, his previous sins will be 


forgiven.” 


[Al Bukhaari:38, Muslim:759] 


“Whoever prays at night in Ramadan out of faith and in the hope of reward, his previous sins 


will be forgiven.” 


[Al Bukhaari:37, Muslim:759] 


“Whoever spends the night of Laylatul Qadr in prayer out of faith and in the hope of 
reward, his previous sins will be forgiven.” 


[Al Bukhaari:I401, Muslim:759] 
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* * * 
You see that each of them has the same 2 conditions: 
* Out of faith 
* Seeking the reward of Allah 
So Maa Shaa Allah! There are three moments to attain Allah’s forgiveness: fasting during the 


day, praying at night, and praying Laylatul Qadr. But that is not all Between all this 
forgiveness, there are many ways to attain all this extra reward in Ramadan. All your 
prayers, Dhikr, and Du'aa are worth more than in any other month. Allah also told us about 


fasting: 


“It is for Me and I shall reward for it." 
[Al Bukhaari:76l, Muslim:I946] 


Imagine the reward Allah will have prepared for our fastingl 


My dear child, know that the path to getting all the reward and succeeding in Ramadan is 
going to be a bumpy road with plains, hills, valleys, and mountains. Know that you will find 
distractions on your side trying to guide you away from your goal, but hang in there. Continue 
on and In Shaa Allah these letters will help you stay focused during this journey of Ramadan. 
Are you ready to go on this road trip together? 


This is our time to be persistent in our ‘Ibaadah. Many of us have forgotten the goal of 
Ramadan. However, it’s time for us to get back on track. Shaytaan is shackled during the 
month of Ramadan, but who is going to stand in our way except our own self? Now it’s time 
to beat and shackle your Nafs (the evil inclination). Don't let it win! You got this. Ramadan is 
like therapy for our Iman (faith), because just like clothes get worn out after time, so does 
our Iman. So it needs to be looked after and taken care of, and Ramadan comes and helps us 


revive our Iman. Alhamdulillah. 
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Abdullah Ibn Umar narrated by at Tabaraani that the prophet Muhammad (š) said: 
“Faith wears out of the heart like any one of your clothes wear out, so ask Allah to 


renew your faith in your hearts.” 
So let us ask Allah to renew our Iman and strengthen our hearts! In our relationship 
with Allah, it starts with us, we need to take the first step and then Alllah will respond. 


Allah says: 


“Invoke Me, I will respond to you.” 


[Surah Ghafir: 60] 
Let’s spark our longing, love, and yearning to Allah, so we can Won hip Him this month 
with delight and joy. Let us be of the frontrunners (l MSIL O985L2) and compete 
together this month in goodness. Are you ready for the run? 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 


PS: After every letter, you will find a challenge fo work on. Try your best to do it, and 
In Shaa Allah they will help you get the most out of your Ramadan. 
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Today's challenge is to write down at least 


three important goals for your Ramadan. 


HEEL 4 s KÉ Ú H 


Ask yourself: How do I want my Ramadan to be? Will it just be 
like any other month, but I will also fast? Will I do a little bit 
extra, or will this be my super month? 


The challenge is up to you. May Allah grant you success! 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


I hope when you read this, you are in a good state of health and Iman. Maa Shaa Allah, 
it’s already day two of Ramadan. It goes so quickly. How did the first day go and were 
you able to fast? Did you do any good deeds to gain some Hasanaat and what was your 


favourite good deed to do? 


You know, Allahumma Baarik, it’s amazing to do all these good deeds. But do you know 
how to give it some more flavor? So for example when you help your parents, does 
Allah love that? Yes! So even helping your parents can be a way of receiving great 
reward. However, we need to add some flavor to this beautiful action. Why is that? So, 
let’s say, you help your parents only because you have to. But you do not like it and just 
want to play. Is it going to be fun? No, right? Well, what if I tell you there is a way to 


make any good deed you do more enjoyable. 


For that, let’s share a story about a very special prophet, Musa Ce ÀJ dlc). Musa 
was the prophet sent to Fir'awn. However, there was something very special about 


prophet Musa. He loved Allah very much. How did he show this? 


One day, Allah made an appointment with prophet Musa to speak to him. So prophet 
Musa left his people with his brother Harun to go speak to Allah. Do you know how he 
went to Allah? He could have walked, but instead he hastened and ran to the meeting 
place because he really wanted to speak with Allah. So, he said to Allah: 


"And I hastened to You, O my Lord, that You might be pleased." 
[Surah Taha: 84] 
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So, just like prophet Musa had a meeting with Allah; we also have a daily meeting with 
Allah. Do you know which meeting this is? 


I will give you a hint: it is an appointment we have with Allah 5 times a day! Do you have 
any ideas? It is the prayer! We have a meeting with Allah 5 times a day, and in 
Ramadan even more. Every good deed we do for the sake Allah, every 'Ibaadah, is a 
meeting with Him! Isn't that special? So, just like prophet Musa hastened and was eager 
to meet Allah. How will you meet Allah? 


For example, if it’s time for prayer, will you rush to the prayer, because you love to 
speak to Allah, will you walk slowly, or will you not pray at all? It's important to 
remember when you do any good deed that it is for the sake of Allah, and to add the 


extra flavor. 


What was it that made prophet Musa run to Allah? Do you remember? Yes! It was his 
yearning, longing, and love for Allah. So whenever you do anything good, add that 
beautiful flavor of longing and love for Allah. Don't just do it to make Ummi and Abi 
happy, no, do it because you love Allah and you are longing for Him. This is the way to 
your success, and a way to enjoy your ‘Ibaadah. The ‘Ibaadah (worship) is the main 
course, then you sprinkle and flavor that main course with longing, love, and yearning to 


Allah, to add excitement when you do good deeds. 


But we have a problem here... 
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Many of us have lost this special flavor (yearning, longing, and love for Allah). Why is that? 
As time passes, your heart gets Raan on it, as Allah said: 

"Nay! But on their hearts is the Raan (covering of sins and evil deeds) which they used to 

earn." 
[Surah al Mutaffifeen: I4] 
Raan (O|) are little black dots that are put on a heart every time one does something evil, 


like not speaking the truth, stealing, or not listening to our parents. For some, those little 
black dots are washed away when they repent and ask Allah to forgive them. And for others, 


it becomes a black heart like a crow. 


HERE ARE SOME TIPS IN SHAA ALLAH THAT WILL HELP MAKE SOME FLAVOR, SO 
YOU CAN ADD IT TO YOUR ‘IBAADAH: 


* Try to read the Qur'aan with your heart and not only with your mind. Try to understand 
what you read. Maybe you can look at the translation or the explanation of the chapter 


or Aayah you are reading. You could also ask your parents to explain it to you. 


* Try to reflect on your time before Ramadan. How did you spend it? Did you use your 
time well? Or would you use it only to play games/waste your time? Try to ponder over 


this, ask Allah for forgiveness, and start fresh. 


* Race in doing good deeds. Make a competition between you and your parents or even 
your friends in the ‘Ibaadah. Look who is the strongest or able to go the furthest. 


Compete together towards the forgiveness of your Lord and to Jannah. 
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Allah says: 
"Race one with another in hastening towards forgiveness from your Lord (Allah) 


[Surah al Hadeed: 21] 


"And in Jannah, let the competitors compete." 


[Surah al Mutaffifeen: 26] 


Long and yearn for the Mercy of Allah, for your meeting with Allah, and to seeing Allah in 
Jannat al Firdaws. Where the ceiling of your palace will be the Throne of Allah. This should 
be your aim this Ramadan: to have the Throne of Allah as your ceiling, and to be as close to 
the Waseelah as possible. You want to be in the neighborhood of Abu Bakr and 'Umar, 
Uthman, ’Aliy, Khaalid, Abu "Ubaydah, 'Aa-ishah, Khadeejah, Umm Salamah and Safiyyah (C2) 


zi. É 


O42 o»l cgit QUI). That is how you achieve your longing to Allah. Can you imagine? 


My dear child, don’t give up on this journey. Go forward to this beautiful month and continue 
the good work you have started! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How are you doing today and how have your fasts been going? Have you gotten used to 


fasting a little bit already? I pray that Allah makes it easy and accepts it from you. 


Today I want to talk about a secret, a special secret. Do you know what it means when 
something is a secret? It means we cannot talk about it with anyone! However, we are not 


talking about any ordinary secret, but about our secret with Allah! 


What might this secret be? Do we have secrets with Allah? Yessss we do, and these secrets 
with Allah are going to help us in Ramadan. But what are they exactly? Okay, so why I am 
talking about this? There are so many good deeds you can do in Ramadan: you can fast, 
pray, give Sadaqah, read Qur’aan, listen to a lecture, do Dhikr, and make Du'aa. The list can go 
on and on. However, you can either choose to do this around other people, or when you are 
alone. What do you think is better? Well, it is good to perform deeds that others can see, so 
they can benefit and learn from you. But here it comes: it is also important to have some 
secrets with Allah! So how do we do that? It is very simple. Whenever you try to do a good 
action, do it when you are alone with Allah, and nobody is around you. Not every good deed 
should be made public, try to keep as many good actions between you and Allah, so it will help 


you stay sincere and perform your actions for the sake of Allah alone, so He accepts them. 
Let’s look at two beautiful examples of those who came before us: 
The first is that of Zayn al ‘Aabideen, the great grandson of ’Ali Ibn Abi Taalib (aul C2 ) 


dic). Zayn used to feed the poor in Madinah for ten years! And guess what? Nobody knew 
who was bringing the food. 
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Subhaan Allah. Every morning, they would find food in front of their houses, and it wasn't 
until Zayn al ‘Aabideen died, the people figured out it was him when there was no longer food 
being left at their door steps. And more so, when they washed him and shrouded him, they 


found marks on his back from carrying the bags to feed the poor. 


The second is that of Ibraaheem an Nakha’ee. Al A’mish said, "I visited Ibraaheem an 
Nakha'ee and he began to read Qur'aan and he constantly read Qur'aan. Whenever he had 
guests, he would quickly put the Qur'aan and hide it away and he would tell me, confide in me, 


I did not want people to see that I was reading Qur'aan." 


Look at how these great men kept their good actions secret, and only for Allah. And 
remember, another reason you should keep your deeds hidden is because if you have good 
actions nobody knows about, except Allah, Allah will raise your mention and honor you in both 
this world and the Hereafter. If we hide some of our good deeds from the people, Allah will 


In Shaa Allah have a great reward prepared for us! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How have your fasts been going? Subhaan Allah, it’s already day four! Make sure you are 
eating healthy foods and drinking enough water. In Shaa Allah this will make your fasting 


easier and so you don’t get a headache. 


Today we will dive deeper into as Siyaam. Do you remember what as Siyaam is? As Siyaam is 
the fasting and an act of worship. Furthermore, fasting during the month of Ramadan is one 


of the five pillars of Islam. However, there is something really special about fasting. 
Let us look at this beautiful Hadith. It was narrated by Abu Huraira: 


The prophet Muhammad (Š) said, "(Allah said), Every good deed of Aadam’s son is for him 
except fasting; it is for Me, and I shall reward (the fasting person) for it^ Verily, the smell 
of the mouth of a fasting person is better to Allah than the smell of musk.” 

[Al Bukhaari: 5927] 


Subhaan Allah, this is such a beautiful Hadith. The Hadith is a Hadith Qudsi. Ahaadith al 
Qudsiyyah are the ones that are revealed to the prophet Muhammad (22), but are the 


words of Allah. 


Allah said that fasting is for Him. What does this mean? It can mean different things and 


they all have a nice explanation. 
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LET S DISCUSS 2 OF THEM: 


l. Fasting does not have Riyaa’. What is Riyaa’? Riyaa’ means you do things to show off and 
so others can see all the good that you do. For example, if you pray, you do it where 
everyone can see you so the people will say: ‘you pray soooooo much Maa Shaa Allah. You 
must love Allah so much. If you hear people speak about you like this, and mentioning all the 
good you do, you will feel happy, right? If you always hear people praising you, you may think 
that you do a lot of things well. But, my dear child, please be careful, because Allah does not 
only look at how many good deeds you do, but He also looks at what is inside your heart. Allah 
will not accept your good deeds if it was done to show off in front of people, it has to be 
for the sake of Allah. Do you remember our last letter, about having secrets with Allah? 
Make sure you have many of those. Don’t tell anyone about your good actions. Allah already 
knows them and your reward is with Him. This is actually what makes fasting so special, 
because it is only between you and Allah, there is no showing off, unless you announce it to 


others. When you are out and about, no one knows you are fasting, but Allah knows. 


2. Fasting is among the most beloved worship of Allah. It helps us become more aware that 
Allah sees us, and this in return helps us to do good deeds and avoid bad deeds that are evil. 
For example, we may be hungry during fasting and want to get something from the fridge 
secretly. But do you think we are going to eat if we know Allah sees us? No! Exactly! So this is 


another reason why fasting is only for Allah. 


So, my dear child, keep in mind that your fasting is for Allah, only for Him, and that He will 


reward you for it. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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v Ramadan was not the only time the prophet 
Muhammad (#2) would fast. With Ummi and 
Abi’s help, research three other times that the 
prophet ($) would fast. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


In Shaa Allah you are in a good state of health, Iman, and Taqwa. How is your day going so 
far? Today we are going to talk about time. To be exact: how precious the time of a believer 


is. How do you spend your time? 
Al Hasan al Basri compared the days like guests that come over to your house. He said: 


"The days say, 'O son of Aadam. I am your guest and guests always leave thanking or 
vilifying you.’ They either say he is generous or cheap, they speak good or bad about you. And 
likewise, the days and nights are just like that, meaning they will either testify for you or 


against you." 


Meaning how you spend your days and time on earth will determine where you will go in the 
afterlife. So make sure you are investing in your Aakhirah by spending your time worshiping 
and pleasing Allah. Furthermore, my dear child, understand that the night and the day are like 
two treasure chests. Be careful what you do with them and be careful how you spend them. 
Take care of them, like you would take care of a treasure. You know how much a treasure is 
worth, right? Everyone would do their best to take care of their treasure, so take care of 


YOUR TREASURE, YOUR TIME. Don't let it get away from you. 


Now that we have discussed how precious the normal days are to the believer, and how we 
shouldn't waste any of our time. The days of Ramadan are even more valuable, because the 
reward is multiplied. We know that if we do good deeds and we seek the pleasure of Allah, 
we will get rewarded for it, In Shaa Allah. But Allah gave some months more merit, priority, 


and grace over other months. 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


q 
x 


: fetter 5 the Vays E 
; ave like Guests i 


Look at the four months of al Ashhur al Hurum. 


Allah says: 


“Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve [lunar] months in the register of Allah 
[from] the day He created the heavens and the earth; of these, four are sacred. That is the 
correct religion, so do not wrong yourselves during them.” 


[Surah at Tawbah: 36] 


We have the twelve months, then out of them we have the four sacred months that are 
important for the believer. From those four sacred months is Dhul Hijjah and the best month 


beyond a doubt of all months is: 


“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which the Qur’aan was revealed.” 


[Surah al Baqarah: 185] 


Subhaan Allah! So there is no doubt that Ramadan is the best month and our deeds are extra 
important during this month. 


We have discussed how some months are better than other months. Likewise, some days are 
better than other days and the nights have merit and priority over the days in matters like 


Qiyaam (the night worship). 


It’s important that you spend your days and nights performing good deeds because with this 


brings a lot of blessing in your life, and a lot of reward in the Hereafter. 

Allah says: 

“Whoever does deeds rightfully (male or female) while he or she is a true believer, verily 
they will have a good life.” 


[Surah an Nahl: 37] 
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This means provisions in this life. It means contentment in this life. It means matters 
of this life. Do you think it stops there, my dear? No. Allah says, “And We shall 
certainly pay them a reward in proportion to the best of that which they used to do.” 
This part of the verse is referring to Paradise and the Hereafter. So, do good deeds 
for the sake of Allah, let your life revolve around Allah, and you will get the best of 
both worlds. In Shaa Allah. 


May Allah bless our time and make us from among the people of Jannah! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


Its almost been a week of fasting. Subhaan Allah. May Allah accept it from you. 
However, Ramadan is not over just yet, Alhamdulillah, there's still so much to do, and so 
much reward from Allah just waiting for you! You are only getting started and you 
must ignite your 'Ibaadah and the best way to do this is by flipping back the pages of 
our golden history. The history of Islam and learning about the Salaf who were the 


righteous Muslims who came before you. 


There are so many different ways you can motivate yourself into doing ‘Ibaadah, and 
going above and beyond to make Allah happy. You need to befriend the Salaf and look at 
how they lived their life, one filled with ‘Ibaadah. Their lives will motivate you and help 
you overcome any laziness you may have. Sometimes you might be too tired to do an 
act of worship, but then you remember the stories of our heroes and stars that came 
before us. The Salaf who were eager to worship Allah, then suddenly your tiredness will 
go away. Everyone has stars and superheroes they look up to, but we don’t need made- 
up characters. We have the best of the best people who lived many years ago that left 


a great legacy of 'Ibaadah behind for you to learn from and imitate. 


Today's standards are very low, and many slack in their ‘Ibaadah. Those who do Sunnah 
and Nawaafil (optional prayers) for their Salaah are labelled as frontrunners in 
'Ibaadah. However, the Salaf are the golden standard and those which you should look 
up to. They lived each day like if was their last. Three hundred and sixty-five days a 
year was filled with worshipping Allah. They did not want to waste one second of their 


life not pleasing Allah. 
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My child, I want you to think about how you spend your time. Do you spend it pleasing 


* 


Allah? Or are you focused on playing all day and forgetting to make time for Allah? If 
a normal day for the Salaf was filled with ‘Ibaadah, I want you to think about how 
they spent their days and nights during the blessed month of Ramadan. Do you think 
they spent it sleeping during the day? Playing games so the time passes quickly? And 
eating all night and watching movies? No, they took advantage of these days and 
cherished them. 


I want to share a couple of stories about the legends of Islam, the Salaf who 


dedicated their lives to serving Allah and worshipping Him. 


I will begin with Abu Musa al Ash’ari who was a supporter of the prophet Muhammad 
(22). He was a caller to Islam and was one of two people who took Islam all the way 
to the blessed lands of Yemen. He was a ‘Aalim (a scholar), Mujaddid (a reviver of 


Islam), Mujaahid (a person who fights for Islam) and a righteous Imaam who strived 


hard in his ‘Ibaadah during his life. 


When the people would see how much effort he would put in, they would tell him “why 
do you not relax a little bit, Abu Musa?” 


Abu Musa would then respond, “When the horses are about to get at the end of the 
race or when they see a spot of water and they are about to reach the water, they 


sprint to it. And I am at the end, so let me continue until I die.” 


Subhaan Allah. What a response by a great hero of Islam. Abu Musa would say this in 


- ° 


his youth and he continued until he died (aie aul Q2 5)). 
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This wasn’t surprising for the youth of that time. So be inspired by them and don’t let 
your young age prevent you from worshipping Allah. Don’t think you are too little to 


learn about Islam. 


Then we have the legend known as Abu Muslim al Khawlaani. He wanted to meet the 
prophet Muhammad (S£) so badly to reach the level of a Sahaabi. However, the 
prophet Muhammad (22%) had died just before he got to Madinah. In his sadness of not 
reaching the level of a Sahaabi, he said, “Do you companions think you will ever beat us? 


No Wallahi, we will compete with you and we will beat you.” 


So let the competition begin! Work hard in your life to not only be like the Salaf but 
also compete with them. If you want to reach their level and if you want to be with 
them in Jannah, you need to be patient and do the work they did so that you may 
enter Jannah. Being Muslim is so much more than saying the Shahaadah or being born 
into Islam. You have to work hard in this life to earn the pleasure of Allah, and so that 


one day you will roam the gardens of paradise with your heroes of Islam. 


You need to dream big and believe in yourself, you need to believe that you can reach 
their level of worship, because my dear child, they were humans just like us, but what 
made them different was their determination, while we give up easily. That is our 


problem. It might be difficult to become like them, but it’s not impossible. 


Their great examples live on, and you must use them to inspire you to not let the 
blessed days enter and leave without taking advantage of them. You also have to 
understand it was not only the amount of ‘Ibaadah they did, but it was also the quality 
of their ‘Ibaadah. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today's challenge is research a great legend of Islam, 
one of the Salaf, and learn about their life. 
NAME OF THE SALAF: 


WRITE A SHORT DESCRIPTION: 


WHAT ARE SOME ACTS OF WORSHIP THEY USED TO DO: 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


Subhaan Allah, we have reached the seventh day of fasting. I am so proud of you, and 
I ask Allah to continue to bless your days and make them beneficial. I want you to keep 


up the good work, and keep striving. 


You know, people are very weak and sometimes we fall short and don't do what we are 
supposed to be doing by committing sins, but the best of sinners are those who turn 


back to Allah and ask for His forgiveness. 


Do you remember the word for repentance to Allah? Yes, it’s Tawbah! Ma Shaa Allah, 
so we are familiar with the term. However, there is another word very similar, called 
Inaabah. This term is mentioned in the Qur'aan many times and Ramadan is the perfect 


time to move from making Tawbah to doing Inaabah. 
I want you to think about what might the word Inaabah mean. 
Ibn al Qayyim (all das 5) said: 


“It is to hasten pleasing Allah, while continuously and repeatedly returning to Allah (at 


all times).” 


What this means is, it’s Tawbah, but a continuous Tawbah. Part of Inaabah is to 
retreat to Allah with your heart, with love, reverence and sincerity in accordance to 
the Qur’aan and the Sunnah. Our hearts need to retreat to Allah with honor, because if 
it does not do so with Allah, it retreats with humility to other than Allah. This of 
course, is NOT what a Muwahhid wants or should do. So, turning fully to Allah in 


hardship and in ease is Inaabah. 
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Let us look in the Qur'aan and see what Allah says about Inaabah. 
Allah said about Ibraaheem NN ai) 
"Verily, Ibraaheem was, without doubt, forbearing, used to invoke Allah with humility, 


and was repentant (to Allah all the time, again and again)." 


[Surah Hud: 75] 
Then Allah also says: 


"Say: O ‘Ibaadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing 
evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. 
Truly, He is Of t-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And turn in repentance and in obedience with 
true Faith (Islamic Monotheism) to your Lord and submit to Him (in Islam).” 

[Surah az Zumar: 53-54] 


This verse is considered by some of the ‘Ulamaa (scholars of Islam) to be the most 


hopeful verse in the Qur’aan: 
Why do you think that is? Exactly! Allah is telling His slaves, even though you have 
committed many sins, that you should turn back to Allah and He will forgive youl 


Alhamdulillah for the Great Mercy of Allah. 


So now that you understand what Inaabah means, let me explain it’s different levels 


which are three: 
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L. The first level is the root of Inaabah (the principle), which is leaving Shirk to 
Tawheed, leaving Kufr to Islam. Not having this will make one a Kaafir, because it 


is leaving Kufr to Islam. 

2. The second level of Inaabah is the Inaabah of al Muttaqeen (the pious), leaving 
sins and committing good deeds. Whoever does not have this one, is still Muslim, 
but he is a sinner. There is a chance Allah might punish him unless Allah forgives his 
sins. 

3.The third and final level of Inaabah is the level we are trying to reach. This is 
Ramadan, the Inaabah of the Muhsineen. The peak, complete turning to Allah in 
your heart and in your body. Constantly returning to Allah again and again, in all 
times and in all situations, and being in complete submission to Allah. This is the 
best form of Inaabah. This is the Inaabah of Ibraaheem ENPA] acle) we 


mentioned earlier. 


So strive to reach the level of ‘Ibaadah that Ibraaheem NN asle) reached! We 
should all try our best to stop sinning, and Ramadan is the perfect time to discipline our 
Nafs. You know, my dear child, you need to understand that sins harden and darken the 


hearts, and the cure is repentance, which helps soften the hearts. 


‘Awn Ibn Abdillah said, “The ones who are constantly repenting to Allah are the ones 
you should always be with, because they have the softest hearts.” 


Don’t waste any time and hasten to seeking the forgiveness of Allah. Who is the Most 
Merciful, the All-Forgiving. 
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If you asked Allah for forgiveness, but were fooled by the Shaytaan again, then return 
to Allah, do not despair. When you continuously repent, it is like a wrestling match with 
the Shaytaan. Every time you repent and ask Allah for forgiveness, you have pinned 
Shaytaan down and won, you are the champ! However, once you despair and stop 
repenting, Shaytaan becomes the champ, and you do not want that. Do not surrender 
and continue to sin. Resist and struggle with sins. Maybe one of your shouts to Allah in 
repentance will be so sincere that He will write that you will be among those swayed 
from being in Jahannam, and He will allow you to enter into His Paradise. Repentance is 
a great bargain with Allah. This beautiful month is the perfect opportunity to clean our 
hearts completely. So take advantage of this opportunity. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


Today's challenge is research three names of 
Allah that would be great to use while asking for forgiveness. 
Then write their meanings, and make sure to call upon Allah using 


His names when you repent! 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How has your Ramadan been going? In Shaa Allah you are making the most of these blessed days 


and not wasting them. 


Today, In Shaa Allah we will continue on the same topic, about making Allah happy. Did you know, my 
dear child, that Allah has a lot of Mercy towards His servants? Alhamdulillah. I want you to think 
about it, sometimes we make mistakes because we are humans. We won't always be perfect, but do 
you remember what we need to do when we make a mistake? Should we just despair and continue 
making mistakes? No, of course not, we need to rush back to Allah and make an appointment with 
Him, so we can ask for His forgiveness. Because Allah is the Most Merciful and loves to forgive, but 
it’s important you ask Allah to forgive you, and to try your best to not make the same mistakes 


over and over again. 


From today on, I want you to promise yourself you will try to be the best Muslim you can be, and 
even if you have bumps along the road you won't give up. You will return to Allah and ask for His 
forgiveness over and over again. Can you do that? I know you can, In Shaa Allah. So get up, my dear 
child, and shake the dust of your mistakes off your back. Decorate your Tawbah by making Wudu 
and praying two voluntary Rak’ah. Declare your Tawbah to Him and admit your mistakes, and start 
on your path to Allah. No matter how much knowledge and good deeds you have, do not become 
arrogant. We are in need of Allah’s Mercy and forgiveness, so never stop asking Allah to forgive you. 


Never stop making Tawbah. 


I want to mention a beautiful Hadith about someone who keeps making mistakes: 

Abu Hurayrah (aic all Q2 5)) reported that the prophet Muhammad (33€) narrated that his Lord, 
Blessed and Exalted, said: “A slave committed a sin and said: ‘O Allah, forgive my sin,’ and Allah, 
Blessed and Exalted, said: ‘My slave committed a sin and realized that he has a Lord who forgives 
sins and punishes for sins.’ He then again committed a sin and said: ‘My Lord, forgive my sin,’ and 
Allah, Blessed and Exalted, said: ‘My slave committed a sin and realized that he has a Lord who 
forgives sins and punishes for sins...” 


[Al Bukhaari: 7507] 
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* * * 
Subhaan Allah, do you see how Merciful and Forgiving Allah is towards His slaves. So never give upl 
Let's make Allah happy together! One way to do this is by seeking Allah's forgiveness. When do you 
think is the best time to make Du'aa to Allah and to seek His forgiveness? At night! Especially just 


Abu Huraira reported: the prophet Muhammad (££) said, “Our Lord Almighty descends to the 
lowest heaven on the last third of every night, saying: "Who is calling upon Me that I may answer 
him? Who is asking from Me that I may give him? Who is seeking My forgiveness that I may forgive 
him?” 


before Fajr. Why? Let’s take a look at this Hadith: 

[Al Bukhaari: 1145] 
I hope you enjoyed today my dear child, and may Allah make your fasting easy for you. Keep up the 
great work and don’t grow tired or lazy because we have almost reached half of the month! 
Subhaan Allah how time goes so fast. Don’t waste any of it, because before you know it Ramadan 


will be over. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


You made it another day of Ramadan, Alhamdulillah. Ramadan is not only a month where you 
observe your fasts. It is also the month of Du'aal In Surah al Baqarah, Allah mentions a series 
of verses about the month of Ramadan and fasting, but in between these verses He mentions 


a verse about Du'aa. Subhaan Allah. 
Allah tells us: 


“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad #2) concerning Me, then (answer them), I am 
indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond to the invocations of the supplicant when 
he calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor)." 


[Surah al Bagarah: 186] 


Why do you think that is? Why do you think Allah mentions a verse about Du'aa in between 
verses about Ramadan and fasting? Allah has perfected the Qur'aan and made no mistakes. 


The verse about Du'aa shows the importance of Du'aa during the month of Ramadan. 


Now that you know this, it’s time to take advantage and make lots and lots of Du'aa to Allah 
during this blessed month. However, before you do that. I want to give you some tips on how 
to make the most of your Du'aa to Allah. In Shaa Allah, after you learn these tips, you will 


always make Du'aa this way. 
TIP ONE: THE SPECIAL TIMES FOR DU'AA 


Did you know Allah never takes breaks and He answers our Du'aa at all times, it doesn’t 
matter if it's during the day or during the night, and in all situations, whether you are sitting, 
standing, or lying down, whether you are in a state of Wudu or not. If Allah wants to answer 


your Du'aa, He will. However, there are special times for Du’aa where Allah will most likely 


respond to you. 
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Some of the special times include: 
* The month of Ramadan 
* When it rains 
* The Du'aa of a fasting person 
* During the last one third of the night 
At the last one third of the night, Allah descends to the heaven closest To the earth 
and asks if there is anyone who needs anything? Is there anyone who needs to be 
forgiven so I can forgive him? How amazing is that! Allah is waiting for you to make 
Du'aa, so ask Allah! Wake up in the middle of the night, especially during the month of 
Ramadan, and don't be shy to ask Allah for whatever you want! You can also combine 
these special times so that your Du'aa will most likely be answered, In Shaa Allah. 
Fm 
E 


TIP TWO: BE FORMAL IN YOUR DU'AA 


We already talked about how you can make Du'aa in any situation and time. However, 
it’s good to get into the habit of making an effort with Allah and planning your Du'aa. 
What I mean by this is go make Wudu, pray two Rak'ah, face the Qiblah, then raise 
your hands and ask Allah what your heart desires. Allah the Ever Living, the Most 
Generous, if you raise your hands in supplication, He will be ashamed to return your 


hands disappointed or empty. 


TIP THREE: MAKE DU'AA IN A VOICE NOT TOO LOUD AND NOT TOO LOW 


Allah says in the Qur'aan: 


"And offer your Salat (prayer) neither aloud nor in a low voice, but follow a way 


between." 


[Surah al Israa: llO] 
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TIP FOUR: DO NOT TRY TO MAKE YOUR DU'AA RHYME 
Allah tells us: 
“Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret.” 
[Surah al A’raaf: 55] 
It’s important when you make Du’aa to Allah to focus on being sincere, humble, and for your 
Du’aa to come from your heart. Allah doesn’t look for your Du’aa to rhyme. Alhamdulillah. 
TIP FIVE: MAKE DU'AA KNOWING ALLAH WILL ANSWER YOU 
E 


When you call upon Allah, ask Him, knowing in your heart Allah will answer your Du'aa. When 
you make Du'aa, be firm and have your heart in it. Be firm that Allah is going to answer you. 
Do not say, “O Allah, forgive me if You will” Do not say that, say, “O Allah, forgive me.” 
Period. Be firm and know that Allah is going to forgive you. Do not feel hesitant that Allah will 


not answer you. 

TIP SIX: NEVER GIVE UP MAKING DU'AA 

There are two ways of being persistent about making Du’aa: 

One is when you ask Allah for something, you repeat it over and over again. 

In Saheeh Muslim, the prophet Muhammad ($£) used to make Du'aa three times. Ibn Masood 
said he used to make it three, three, three, ask Allah three times. 

The second way is to ask Allah over time. If Allah does not answer your Du'aa the first time, 


keep making Du'aa until Allah answers you. However, it’s important to have patience. Never 


get frustrated and say, "I made Du'aa, but it was not answered.” 
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TIP SEVEN: MAKE SALAAH ON THE PROPHET (222) AT THE BEGINNING, MIDDLE 
AND END OF YOUR DU'AA. 


The reason you should do this is because Abu Sulaymaan ad-Daraani said: start your 
Du'aa with Salaah on the prophet Muhammad ($£) and end it with Salaah on the 
prophet Muhammad (š). Why? Because the Salaah of the prophet Muhammad (#22) 
is automatically accepted, and Allah Who is the Most Generous is not going to accept 
the beginning and the end of your Du'aa and leave out the middle. Therefore, always 
make Salaah to the prophet Muhammad (22) in the beginning, middle, and end of your 


Du'aa. 


TIP EIGHT: HORK ON YOUR INTERNAL MATTERS 


What does this mean? So, before you make Du'aa, ask Allah to forgive you. If you hurt 
someone, apologize to them. Try your best to perform good deeds in secret, such as 
giving charity for the sake of Allah. If you work on fixing your relationship with Allah, 


He will not let you down. Allah says, “ask and I will give youl" 


So my dear child, make Ramadan the month of Du'aa for you. Ask Allah for anything 
you want. Make Du'aa for yourself, parents, friends, and for the Muslims around the 


world! And don’t forget to follow the eight tips that were shared! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today's challenge is to write a Du'aa list. When you are 
making Du'aa, make sure to use the eight tips that you have 
learned! 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 

How’s your Ramadan been going so far? What have you learned? Do you remember what we talked 
about yesterday? Yes, we said Ramadan is also a month of Du’aa and we learned a few tips on how 
to make Du’aa. Du’aa is so powerful, but you need to make sure you are truthful and sincere with 
Allah, and Allah will never let your communication with Him go to waste. 

Umar Ibn al Khattaab (Aie ail (»2)) used to say I do not worry about my Du'aa getting 


accepted, I worry more about making the Du'aa. One who makes a Du'aa leaves it to Allah, and Allah 
will answer it. So, never abandon making Du'aa, always ask Allah for everything and anything you 
want. Always ask Allah to help you and guide you in life. Always make Du'aa for your parents, your 
family, your friends, and for all the Muslims around the world. It's very important to remember 
your brothers and sisters in Islam by making Du'aa for them, especially for those who have less than 


you and are going through hardship. 


You have already learned tips on how to make Du'aa and how to take it to the next level. But now I 
want to share a couple of stories about the power of Du'aa, and In Shaa Allah they will inspire you 


to always turn to Allah and make Du'aa to Him. 


Al Awzaa'ee (aul da>j) said: “People went to seek rain one time (Salat Al -Istisqaa') and the man 
giving the speech was Bilal Ibn Sa’d. He got up, praised and glorified Allah and said, “O people who 
gathered here, do you not confess your sins?” They all shouted, “yes.” He said, “O Allah, you heard 
what they said.” 


“No ground (of complaint) can there be against the Muhsinoon (good doers)” 


[Surah at Tawbah: I] 


We admit our faults O Allah, will Your Forgiveness be for other than us who admit their faults? 
Forgive us and have mercy on us, forgive us and have mercy on us, forgive us and have mercy on 


us.” He raised his hands, kept pleading with Allah and he did not put his hands down until the rain 


began to fall. 
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The One who opened the sky with abundant rain can grant you what you wish, you just 
have to ask Allah with a sincere heart. 

There is another story about a tyrant ruler named al Mu’tasim who sent his soldiers to 
Baghdad. His soldiers were very harsh towards the local people, so one day they sent a 
Shaykh to speak to al Mu’tasim on their behalf. 


When he went to al Mu’tasim, he said, “Curb your soldiers away from us or we are 
going to fight you.” Al Mu’tasim possibly laughed, he said, “You want to fight me when I 
have eighty thousand armed men?” The man said, “Yes, we are going to fight you, we 
are going to fight you with the arrows of the night (Du'aa to Allah).” We do not have 
any other means, that is all we have and we are going to use those. Even though he was 


a tyrant, al Mu’tasim said, “I cannot face that.” And he left from Baghdad. 


No matter how strong an army is, no one is more powerful than Allah. And the weapon 
of a believer is that of Du’aa. There are no missiles that can intercept the arrows of 
the night time. It is a powerful weapon and the sharpest sword. How many of those 
arrows of the night time took clouds of oppression away, destroyed tyrants and 
fended off oppressors? It is time to sharpen your arrows of Du'aa, because the 


arrows of the night never miss! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s challenge is write down the names of people you want to 
remember to make Du'aa for. When you are making Du'aa for them 
make sure to use the eight tips that you have learnedl 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How has your fasting been going? The past couple of days we have been talking about the 
importance and power of Du’aa. Have you been making a lot of Du’aa to Allah? I sure hope so. 
Don’t let these blessed days pass you by without calling Allah during the day and during the night 
to grant you what you want in this life and the next. You always need to seek the help of Allah 
in everything you do, and a way to do that is through Du’aa. Sometimes we make Du’aa to Allah, 
but we don’t get a response right away. Does that mean we just give up? Do we complain and 
say, "I made so much Du'aa, but Allah isn’t answering me?” Nooooo! We should never do that. 
We must be patient and keep making Du’aa to Allah, knowing with certainty He will eventually 
respond to us! I want you to think of all the times you have made Du’aa and Allah has responded 


to your Du’aa. 


I remember I used to always make Du’aa to visit the blessed city of Madinah. I would ask Allah 
every chance I got, but Allah did not answer my Du’aa right away and that’s okay, because it 
taught me to be patient. However, I never gave up, and kept making Du’aa to Allah to let me 
visit one day, and guess what? Many years later, Allah gave me the opportunity to visit Makkah 
and Madinah, and I was grateful to Allah for answering my Du'aa. After we make Du’aa, the 
arrows of Du’aa float in the sky for the command of Allah to say now is the right time. It is 
not up to you when the time is, it is up to Allah to choose when He will answer your Du’aa. The 
arrows of the night do not miss, rather they have a destiny and they will reach it. So even if it 


takes time, Allah will answer your Du’aa at the perfect moment. 
I want to share with you the story of a man whose finger was worth more than lOOO soldiers. 
Qutaybah Ibn Muslim al Baahili went with an army to Khurasaan to fight the Turks. He gets 


shocked, the army opposing him is ten times more than his army. It is a horrific scene, so he 


shouted, “Where is Muhammad Ibn Waasi’, where is Muhammad Ibn Waasi?” 
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The soldiers went out to seek what their general was asking for, they wanted to go and find this 
man. They found him and he was leaning on a spear, raising his finger, looking at his finger and at 
the sky. Qutaybah said, “Now it is time to move on. Now it is time to move on. That is all he needed 
to know.” When he knew his status, that is all he needed to know. He said the finger of Muhammad 
Ibn Waasi’ is more beloved to me than one thousand wielding swords in the hands of one thousand 
strong soldiers. That little finger is stronger than a thousand soldiers. It may be a finger made of 
blood, veins and bones, but when it connects in Du’aa with Allah, it is dangerous. After the victory, 
the general went to his soldier and he asked him, “What were you doing when you were raising your 
finger?” He said, “I was connecting the path.” He sure was connecting the path, not a worldly path 


but the path between them and Allah Subhaanahu wa Ta’aalaa. 


Ramadan is the season of Du'aa. Do not waste these blessed days without asking Allah sincerely 
from your heart what you want. Ask Allah knowing He will respond to you. Do you want Jannah? 
Ask Allah! Do you want your parents to go to Jannah? Ask Allah! Do you want something for Eid? 
Ask Allah! It is also important to ask Allah to help our oppressed Muslim brother and sister around 
the world. Now is the perfect time to remember them. Ask Allah to cure the sick Muslims, to feed 
the poor and hungry, to reunite the prisoners with their families, and to grant the Muslims and 
Islam victory. Do not ask the sons of Aadam for anything. Rather ask the One who does not close 
His door, Allah. Because you know my dear child, humans close their doors, but Allah will never close 
His door. While the sons of Aadam get mad when you ask them, Allah gets mad if you DO NOT ASK 
Him! Subhaan Allah. 


"And for Allah is the highest description." 
[Surah an Nahl: 60] 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Ways to Worship (ah È ) 


Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


It's almost been two weeks of fasting! Allahu Akbar. You are doing such a great job. I am so 
proud of you and all that you have accomplished this month. However, the month is not over 
yet, and I want you to keep up the pace and do not stop all the ‘Ibaadah you have been 
doing. 


Allah describes worship like a business transaction. What does this mean? 
Allah says: 


“Verily, those who recite the Book of Allah (this Qur'aan), and perform as Salaah (Iqaamat 
as Salaah), and spend (in charity) out of what We have provided for them, secretly and 
openly, hope for a (sure) tradegain that will never perish.” 


[Surah Faatir: 29] 


The worship you do, reciting the Qur’aan, performing the Salaah and spending in charity both 
secretly and openly, you will get rewarded from Allah and the reward will never go to waste, 


as long as you do these deeds for the sake of Allah alone. 


There are so many different ways to worship Allah and to gain reward by doing good deeds 
throughout your life, but what tends to happen is most people just stick to the same acts of 


'Ibaadah, and over time some 'Ibaadaat become strange, abandoned, or neglected. 


Today I will talk about how you can revive abandoned acts of worship that will have a positive 
impact on your life. You might be thinking, I'm just a kid. Why should I work hard now? 
Because the habits you build when you are young will carry on as you get older, and building a 
relationship with Allah now, will In Shaa Allah only grow stronger as you get older. We will 


discuss three acts of worship that not many people do, but I want you to be from the few 


who do not neglect them. 
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THE FIRST ACT OF HORSHIP IS MAKING ISTIGHFAAR BEFORE FAJR: 


What is Istighfaar? It is asking Allah for forgiveness from your sins. Although the angels do 
not start recording your sins until you have reached the age of maturity. It is important that 
you get into the habit of asking Allah for forgiveness. All times are good for seeking 
forgiveness from Allah, but the Qur'aan specifically mentions making Istighfaar in the last 


hours of the night, which is just before Fajr. 
Allah tells us, 


“Those who say: “Our Lord! We have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins and save us from 
the punishment of the Fire" They are those who are patient ones, those who are true (in 
Faith, words, and deeds), and obedient with sincere devotion in worship to Allah. Those who 
spend [give the Zakat and alms in the Way of Allah] and those who pray and beg Allah's 
Pardon in the last hours of the night." 

[Surah Aali Imraan: 16-17] 


So when you wake up for Suhoor and have your meal, save some time right before Fajr and 
make Istighfaar. Even if it’s just five minutes before Fajr. Do you think that this is something 
you can do? I think sol The prophet Muhammad ($) used to make Istighfaar 100 times a 
day, so follow our prophet's (Œ) example. 


The mercy of Allah descends upon you with Istighfaar. 


“Why don’t you seek the Forgiveness of Allah, that you may receive mercy?” 
[Surah an Naml: 46] 


If you have the Mercy of Allah, what else do you need? Now tell me, is it worth it? Start on 
this blessed day and become determined to make it a habit right before Fajr. Wake up a little 


bit early and make Istighfaar. Start with your tongue and make sure your heart is at the 


same pace as your tongue. 
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Ways to Worship Muah È ) 


THE SECOND ACT 0F NORSHIP IS TAFAKKUR: 
This means fo ponder or think deeply about. What exactly should you ponder? You should 
ponder the names of Allah and His attributes, you should reflect on how powerful Allah is. You 
should ponder the verses of the Qur'aan, and reflect on the creation such as the sky, 
mountains, the wind. Subhaan Allah, there's so much around us to reflect on. 

E 


Allah has given us many signs for us to ponder and think deeply about. The days shouldn’t pass 
you by without you reflecting on Allah’s signs. 


Allah tells us in the Qur'aan: 


“Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men of understanding." 


[Surah Aali Imraan: I0] 


Then Allah says, 


(Saying): “Our Lord! You have not created (all) this without purpose, glory to Youl (Exalted be 
You above all that they associate with You as partners). Give us salvation from the torment 
of the Fire.” 

[Surah Aali Imraan: Id] 


Why do you think it’s so important to ponder? The more you reflect, the more you will 
understand Tawheed (the Oneness of Allah). That indeed Allah is the One true Creator, 
because who other than Allah created the sky? Humans, no matter how advanced they 
become with technology, can never come close to recreating what Allah has created. Allahu 


Akbar. So when you go outside today, look around you and say Subhaan Allah, be amazed at 


what Allah created. 
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Ways to Worship Muah È à; 


ls 
This ‘Ibaadah attains you certainty in Allah, fear in Allah, love of Allah, hope in Allah, reliance 
on Allah and continuous repentance (Inaabah) to Allah. This ‘Ibaadah softens your heart, it 
softens those hard hearts. When you constantly contemplate the power of Allah, it humbles 
you. When you contemplate the forgiveness and generosity of Allah, it motivates you to do 
better. Contemplating the verses and signs of Allah is soap that cleans your mind and your 

m 

E 


soul. 


Ponder in every matter that you see and make it a habit. 


Abu Sulaymaan Ad-Daraani said, “I never left my house and laid my eyes on anything, except 


I see the blessing of Allah in it or His power over it." 
THE THIRD ACT OF WORSHIP IS THAT OF TABATTUL: 
This means to cut yourself off from worldly matters and to go to Allah. 
Allah tells us: 
"And remember the Name of your Lord and devote yourself to Him with a complete 
devotion." 

[Surah al Muzzammil: 8] 
There are actually three types of Tabattul: 
The first type is like the Catholics and monks; they go live in a place of worship with no 
marriage and other essential worldly matters. That is not Islam. Allah created man and knows 


what suits man, and part of Islam is to get married. 


The second type of Tabattul (devotion) is to take a certain time out of your day or night, 


and be in seclusion with Allah. 
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Lastly, the third type of Tabattul is to have your mind and soul focus completely on 
your Aakhirah. However, there’s only a few people who Allah blesses with this. Physically 
they exist in this world, but their mind focuses on heavenly matters. The people who 
reach this level of Tabattul are focused on their actions and deeds, if they are Halaal 


or Haraam? Or does their actions please or displease Allah? 


So my dear child, you learned about three different acts of worship! It’s amazing how 
many different ways we can worship Allah! So strive to worship Him in all ways that 
are pleasing to Him. Don’t just limit yourself to what you already know, rather strive 


for greatness! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s challenge is practice Tafakkur, to think and ponder deeply. When you 
are reciting Qur’aan today, think deeply about what you are saying. Also, if you 
have time, go on a walk with your parents and reflect on the creation of Allah. 

Write a few of your reflections down! 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How are you doing? You have almost reached half of Ramadan. I think by now you are used 
to fasting. Alhamdulillah. Today you will learn how to befriend the Qur'aan. You might be 
wondering how? But I'm here to show youl There is a deep and strong relationship between 


the Qur'aan and Ramadan. However, it is much deeper than you think. 


There is the famous story that many of us know, it was when Jibreel WAT aile) went 
to the prophet Muhammad (#22) and grabbed him and said: “Read, Read (Iqra, Iqra).” Thus, 


the first word of the Qur'aan was revealed and it was during the month of Ramadan. 


But that is not all, it goes much deeper. The prophet Muhammad (22) used to review the 
Qur’aan with Jibreel every single Ramadan and twice his final year he was living. Jibreel would 


read and the prophet Muhammad (22) listened, or the opposite. How beautiful is that? 


I want to share a story about a legendary man. Let us look closely at how our pious 
predecessors (the Salaf) were on a normal day: one time, Abu Bakr Ibn Ayyaash (As) ) 
aul) pointed to a room in his house and told his family, “I’ve read the Qur’aan every day in 
that room for sixty years.” Every day he would finish the Qur’aan in that room for sixty 
years. When he was on his deathbed, his sister began to cry and he said, “Why are you 
crying?” You see that corner of the house, he said, “I finished the Qur’aan in that corner 


eighteen thousand times.” 


That is how our pious predecessors understood it and that is why in Ramadan they dropped 


everything to focus on Qur’aan. 


Knowing how many times the prophet Muhammad (Š) read the Qur’aan, and how much the 


pious Muslims who came before us valued it, how can we abandon reading the Qur’aan, the 


words of Allah? 
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My dear child, when we read about the heroes of the past and how they used to befriend the 


Qur'aan, let that inspire you to be just like them. 


The prophet Muhammad (22) complains and testifies against those who abandon the Book of Allah. 


And a part of abandoning the Qur'aan is abandoning its recitation. 


It is a scary thought for those who neglect the Qur'aan, because one day they will stand before 
Allah, trying to defend themselves, and the prophet Muhammad (22) will complain against them, he 


will point saying: 


“O my Lord! Verily, my people deserted this Qur'aan (neither listened to it, nor acted on its laws 
and orders)" 


[Surah al Furqaan: 30] 


Who can get enough of the words of Allah, the speech of Allah? Who can get enough from the 
medicine that is a cure for the heart, the soul, and the body? The Qur'aan is a cure for worries, 
anxiety, and depression. You need to have a close friendship with the Qur'aan in order to see its 


great effect. 


The prophet Muhammad (š) taught us a beautiful Du'aa to help relieve a person from worry, 


depression, and anxiety. 


“O Allah, I am Your slave, and the son of Your male slave, and the son of your female slave. My 
forehead is in Your Hand (ie. you have control over me). Your Judgment upon me is assured, and 
Your Decree concerning me is just. I ask You by every Name that You have named Yourself with, 
revealed in Your Book, taught any one of Your creation, or kept unto Yourself in the knowledge of 
the unseen that is with You, to make the Qur'aan the spring of my heart, and the light of my chest, 


the banisher of my sadness, and the reliever of my distress." 


The prophet Muhammad (Š) said no one makes this Du'aa except his worries, his sadness, and 


depression will go away. He will be relieved of it and Allah will replace it with happiness and ease. 
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Now, you might say, “My prescription is not working" I say, "Okay my child, when was the 


last time you read the Qur'aan?" And you will say, “You only told me to read this Du'aa not 
the Qur'aan?" Just tell me, "When was the last time you read the Qur'aan?" "Well, last 


Ramadan, a couple of years ago, many days ago, or uhmm I cannot remember." 


Do you know the essential sentence of that Du'aa is: asking Allah to take your worry, your 
problem and your sadness away by making the Qur'aan the spring of your heart and the 
brightness of your chest. I ask you by Allah, how can the Du'aa work if the Qur'aan is 
collecting dust, when part of the Du'aa is asking Allah to replace that anxiety with the 
happiness of the Qur'aan? It will only work if you build a relationship with the Qur'aan, and 
make it your best companion. So start today, dust off your Qur'aan and recite it. Your 
tongue might be heavy at first, but it will get easier. Then you will see its miraculous affects 
and benefits. In Shaa Allah. Wallahil 'Adheem there is no friend you can find better than the 
friendship of the Qur'aan. What more do you want from a friendship that will land you a 
ticket to Paradise? 


I mentioned some of the best examples to follow. However, for many people this is difficult. 
So, start slowly and build yourself up. Remember the most beloved deeds to Allah are those 
which are done continuously, even if they are little. Start off with what you can do. Maybe a 
few verses, a page, or even a juz. Don't feel discouraged because this is just the start of 
your beautiful friendship with the Qur'aan, In Shaa Allah. Ramadan is the perfect time to 
start this friendship, but make sure to continue it even after Ramadan is over. Befriend that 
loyal friend and cling on to the rope of Allah (the Qur'aan). May Allah make the Qur'aan the 


spring and delight of your heart and a means of granting you Firdaws. Wassalaamu Alaykum. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? Allahumma Baarik, you have already reached half of Ramadan! I 
am very proud of you. How many days were you able to fast? Did you do any good deeds 
that made Allah happy? Ramadan is not only the month of fasting. It is also the month of 
something else. Let us find out by taking a look at this verse in Surah al Baqarah: 
"The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'aan." 
[Surah al Baqarah: 185] 
This means, Ramadan is also the month of the Qur'aan! I have previously mentioned the 


strong relationship between Ramadan and the Qur’aan. But today I will explain how special 


and powerful the Qur'aan is! 


Did you know that the Qur'aan is so powerful that one time when the prophet Muhammad 
(2) came by the Ka'bah. The disbelievers were meeting there. This was when Abu Jahl 
threatened the prophet Muhammad (222) and he said, "If I see you prostrating by the 
Ka’bah, I am going to step on your neck.” Then the prophet Muhammad (#24) started making 
Salaah by the Ka'bah. He raised his voice in recitation and just imagine how beautifully the 
Qur’aan flowed out of the blessed vocal chords of the prophet Muhammad (#22). The 
prophet (#22) was reciting Surah an Najm and the Muslims were making Sujood behind him, the 
Jinn were making Sujood behind him, and even the Mushrikeen made Sujood behind him. What? 
The Mushrikeen? He went into Sujood and the powerful Qur’aan overwhelmed and swept the 
Qurayshians off their feet and they went down in Sujood. They could not even control their 
own limbs when they heard the Qur'aan. A few moments of Qur'aan demolished the Kufr and 
arrogance in the hearts of the Pharaohs of this Ummah. What happened? You guys were just 
saying you are going to step on his neck if he prostrates and now you are prostrating with 
him? Who could have believed that? 
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Do not be surprised. That is what happens when you understand the meaning of the Qur’aan. 
The Qur'aan swept the tyrants of the Qurayshians off their feet when they heard it. 

Turn to the Qur'aan and let it wash you inside out. Let it purify you. Let it make you a new 
person. Recite it, and understand it. Try to understand it and contemplate it. You have one of 
the top Tafseers translated into English (Tafseer Ibn Katheer). Use it In Shaa Allah. 

We already know that when we are reciting the Qur'aan the deed is ten folds minimum for 
each letter, but look at how the prophet Muhammad (Š) went out of his way to explain it. 


He said if you read the Qur'aan you get one deed, that deed is ten folds. Alif is a letter, 
Laam is a letter, and Meem is a letter (meaning all three are not one letter), for each one 
you get ten deeds and for those three you get thirty. Do you know how much reward you 
get for reciting the Qur’aan in Ramadan? Approximately, 33,200,000 on a normal day. On 
days of Ramadan even more. You might say, "I do not know much of the Qur'aan. I cannot 
complete it in Ramadan. What can I do?" Even if you don’t know the whole Qur'aan or if you 
cannot read it, you can read any part of the Qur'aan even the short Suwar like Surah al 
Ikhlaas or al Faatihah. The Qur'aan will come to your rescue in the Hereafter In Shaa Allah. 
It will come as an intercessor for its reciter on the Day of Judgement. Just like fasting, it 
will come as an intercession for you on the Day of Judgement. So, make sure to always read 


and reflect upon it. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 

How has your Ramadan been going? What is one new thing you have learned this Ramadan? 

What new habits are you trying to incorporate into your life? 

Today I am going to talk about a very important topic, and something every Muslim young 

and old should get into the habit of doing. In Surah Insaan, Allah says, “And they give food, in 

spite of their love for it (or for the love of Him), to Miskeen (poor), the orphan, and the 


captive." What does this mean? 


There are many opportunities to give charity, but Allah specifically mentions three categories 
of people. They give it to the Miskeen (poor), the Yateem (orphan) and the Aseer (captive). 
So strive this Ramadan to help these groups of Muslims, and watch it transform your life. 
You know, when you give from your wealth, sometimes we start thinking, maybe I'll need this 
money one day, I should probably save it. However, charity does not decrease your wealth, it 
is a great investment for your Dunya and your Aakhirah. It is such a great feeling to help 
your brothers and sisters in Islam, so never neglect those in need. In days like Ramadan, and 


even after. The great reward is waiting for youl 


This verse was revealed in Makkah and at that time there were no Muslim captives. So, some 
of the scholars said this was talking about the non-Muslim captives. Therefore, if Allah told us 
to make sure the non-Muslim captives who came to kill the Muslims were well fed. And the 
Sahaabah gave them the best food they had - that was better than what they ate. Then 
imagine how important it is to feed the captive Muslims of our time. We would never accept 
a non- Muslim to go hungry, even those who fight us and try to kill us. Then how could we 


ever accept it for our brothers and sisters who say, “Laa ilaaha illaa Allah Muhammadar 


Rasoolullah?" 
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My dear child, among the best charities in these blessed days is to help the Muslim captive 
and their families. Unfortunately, many brothers are wrongfully imprisoned, and their families 
are being left behind and neglected by this Ummah. We are brothers and sisters in Islam, we 
need to be there for one another in hardship and in ease. So make an effort this Ramadan to 


help the families of the prisoners, if you know of anyone near by, go to them and give them 
the charity, and tell them, “This is for food.” We live in so much ease and comfort, we can 
easily forget that our brothers and sisters are suffering around the world. When you are 
hungry you can just walk up to your refrigerator, or go by some snacks at your local market, 


but many of our brother and sisters in prison sleep with an empty stomach. 


You might be thinking, “I’m just a kid, I don’t have much money.” Allah is the most Generous, 
giving just one dollar in charity can get you more reward than one million dollars! How so, you 
may ask? If all you have is two dollars and you give one dollar, you are giving half of your 
wealth. For a millionaire to get the same reward you got, he has to give millions in order for 
him to have given half of his wealth. So never withhold your wealth, even if you do not have 


much of it. Always give in charity, and Allah will give you a great reward. 


Also my dear child, it is important to give charity humbly. You should feel honored and 
grateful to Allah for giving you wealth, so you may give it to others for His sake. You are 
only helping yourself when you give to others, so never become arrogant, because Allah is our 


provider, and He provides for everyone, even the poor beggar in the street. 


So when you give in charity, thank the one you gave, and thank Allah, and say Alhamdulillah. 


You are only doing yourself a favor. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 

How has everything been going for you? Can you believe we are in the middle of 
Ramadan? Allahu Akbar! It’s passing us by so quickly, Subhaan Allah. Some are starting 
to lose the flavor and pleasure of fasting. Some have already lost it, and some never 
had it. However, there are a special few who understand the value of Ramadan and will 


keep the flavor and pleasure of fasting and continue to have it until the end! May Allah 


allow us to be from among those few. 


You may hear this (that there is sweetness in fasting) and clap one hand over another 
in shock and say you are crazy! Although, you may understand that fasting is part of 
Islam, and you do it because you have to, there is actually a way to also enjoy it. Yes, 
you heard that correctly. Unfortunately, not many understand this because thirst and 
hunger are on one side and delight and enjoyment are on the other side. They are on 
opposite ends of the spectrum, so it may take a bit of contemplation to taste the 
sweetness of fasting. Pleasure in worship is almost like a miracle - not many 
understand it and not many attain it. Only those who Allah blessed with the level of 
Ihsaan (which means worshipping Allah as if you see Him) wil understand it, 


comprehend it, and apply it. May Allah make us from among them. 


Only when you submit your heart and soul for what it was created for (Tawheed), 
then that is when you will find pleasure in fasting and pleasure in different acts of 
worship. How do you reach this level of understanding? Well, you need to contemplate 
and ask yourself an important question, “why am I fasting?” Is it to lose weight? 
That’s not going to work. “Is it because I have to fast?” Well, In Shaa Allah, that is a 


reason Allah may accept your fast, but we should strive to aim higher than this. 
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If you want the pleasure of fasting, you have to understand you are fasting for the 
sake of Allah. You really have to believe and comprehend your love for Allah. Let that 
sink in. Once you know Allah loves you to fast, you will be delighted you are doing what 
pleases Allah. For example, if you love someone, you do that which they love and want 
you to do - that is the ultimate way to show genuine love. Someone might say, are you 
saying Allah wants us to suffer? No, on the contrary, Allah wants you to be happy. 
What you gain in Ramadan of Taqwa, love and fear of Allah, Iman and faith, regaining 
control over yourself and winning against your desires - is not a form of suffering- 


every second is worth it because you are delaying your meals for the pleasure of Allah. 


On a normal day, dry lips and a growling stomach are annoying and at times painful, but 
when you know you are serving Allah, it showers your heart with pleasure like that 
which the prophet Muhammad (22) said: "As long as you are not mad at me, nothing 


matters." 


The stomach is empty, but it gets full knowing that Allah is watching, knowing and 
seeing that he left desires just for His sake. One who loves Allah would not want it any 
other way. He endures hardship, yet he coats if with a head bowed down in humility, 
asking Allah to accept, because if Allah accepts it, then thirst and hunger are nothing. 


My dear child, fasting can be difficult sometimes, especially when your mouth is dry 
from thirst and your stomach is growling from hunger. But this is only temporary, 
remember the reward Allah has in store for youl And every second will be worth it 


because you are pleasing Allah. 
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In Saheeh Muslim, Ibn Mas'ood (4i& all Q2) said, the prophet Muhammad (EXE) 
said, “Jahannam would be brought on that day with seventy thousand ropes, and each 


one had seventy thousand angels pulling it." 


Every day a person fasts, it pushes them seventy years away from Jahannam. That is 
on a normal day, and in Ramadan it is more. Now tell me, does this not bring joy and 
delight to your heart when you are fasting? It's important that you reflect on these 
matters and try to understand them to the best of your ability, and your thirst and 
hunger will become something you enjoy. Furthermore, not only will the people who 
fasted be pushed away from Jahannam, their names will be called to enter one of the 
doors of Jannah, ar Rayyaan. Subhaan Allah, doesn't that motive you and energize your 


heart? Sit and think about how amazing that would be. 
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Today’s challenge is reflect and write down three 


reasons that help you find pleasure and joy in fasting. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How are you doing today? In the previous letters, we spoke about many spiritual aspects of 
Ramadan. However, lets take a moment to recognize that Ramadan is not only a time of great 
worship, but it was also a month of great Islamic victories. Some of which included the victory 
of the Battle of Badr, the conquest and entry of Makkah, and the victory of the Battle of 
‘Ayn Jaaloot! 


There were also many important historical events that occurred in Ramadan. So hang tight and 


get ready to go ona short journey with me so you can learn more about our golden history! 


SO IT BEGINS WITH THE PATH TO QUSTANTEENIYYAH (CONSTANTINOPLE) 


During the time of the Khilaafah of Uthmaan Ibn Affaan (az aul C2 5)), he attempted to 
conquer Qustanteeniyyah, but he was unable to. However, he gave advice as to how it could be 
done. He said it needs to be opened through the waters. Uthmaan Ibn Affaan (aic adl Q2 5)) 
also said whoever conquers al Andalus, which is modern day Spain, will be a partner in reward 
for whoever conquers Qustanteeniyyah, which is modern day Turkey, because than it will make 


the path easier. Therefore, many Muslim leaders were eager to do so. 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


X ——— — 
Tr 


fetter 11 Our Glevicus Qe 
History- W Andortas 


m 
THE FIRST STOP: NORTH AFRICA (BY MOROCC0) 
When the Muslims reached North Africa (by Morocco), there was a governor there 
named Musa Ibn Nusayr, and he is one of the greatest Islamic heroes. He wanted to 
expand and conquer al Andalus (modern day Spain), but he faced many obstacles. In 


order to reach al Andalus they had to cross I3km of water. But the problem was, Musa 
and his army did not have any ships to sail. Do you think he gave up? No, of course not. 
Another problem they faced was that of the crusaders (the enemies) who were 
stationed on islands behind them, and he feared they might attacked them from the 
back if they reached al Andalus. He did not have enough Muslim soldiers to face the 
massive crusader army. However, he did not let any of this stop him from trying. 
Rather, he began to prepare by building ships which he learned how to do from 
Mu'aawiyah Ibn Abi Sufyaan (aig aul (2)). Another way Musa Ibn Nusayr prepared 
for victory was by teaching Islam, and hs made sure that it was firmly rooted in the 


hearts of the believers because he knew that knowledge is the path to victory. 


THE CONQUEST OF AL ANDALULS 


Musa Ibn Nusayr established intensive Islamic studies to teach the non-Arabs Barbar 
Amaazeegh. They learned everything: ‘Aqeedah, Tawheed, Figh and so on through a 
structured curriculum. So when it was time to advance on enemy ground, Islam was 
fully rooted in their hearts. And the Barbar’s who, five years prior, were fighting 
Islam, now were soldiers prepared to make one of the greatest conquests in the 


history of Islam! Allahu Akbar. 
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Musa then chose a general and another hero Taaria, Ibn Ziyaad. He was a Barbar Amaazeegh, but 
that didn't stop Musa from making him general. His focus wasn’t tribalism, nationalism, secularism, 
or racism. None of that mattered, and although he was not an Arab, Taariq was still chosen to lead 
the army because it is Laa ilaaha illaq Allah Muhammadar Rasoolullah that unites the Ummah and the 
believers. Allah says, 

“Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has at Taqwa [ie. one of the 
Muttaqoon (pious)]^ 

[Surah al Hujuraat: I3] 

Ninety-two years after the Hijrah during the month of Ramadan, Taariq Ibn Ziyaad took an army 


of twelve thousand Muslim soldiers towards Spain, they crossed the waters and as soon as they 


landed, he gave a speech starting off: 


*O people, where are you going to flee to? The water is behind you, the enemy is in front of you, 


and all you have is to be truthful with Allah and be patient." 


And by the grace of Allah, they eventually conquered al Andalus. When Muslims would go to a land, 
they went to liberate the people from oppression, spread justice, and the rule of Allah on this 


earth. Alhamdulillah, this is our golden history. 


The Muslims conquering al Andalus, changed the world. Many scholars emerged and knowledge was 
thriving. There were scholars in geography, space, engineering, math - in every field and most 
importantly in every Islamic science you can imagine. The positive change began in Spain and it 
affected all of Europe. Islam came to liberate them and to remove oppression. The effects were 
big and some were small. For example, Muslims were the ones to instal streetlights, and were the 


ones to decorate the main avenues of al Andalus with flowers and trees. 


Unfortunately, our bright Ummah’s legacy has been forgotten, but I'm here to remind you of it, 


and In Shaa Allah we will never forget it and us it to inspire us! Wassalaamu Alaykum. 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS aoe || 


M MM Ieee 
i IRIE MH K: 


1. o Chatlenge Vay 17 U | 


+ 


Today’s Challenge: Reflect on today’s letter and discuss 


it with your parents. Then answer the questions below. 


NAME YOUR HERO IN TODAY S LETTER. 


WRITE DOWN TWO VICTORIES OF THE 
MUSLIMS IN THE MONTH OF RAMADAN. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


It is the I8th day of Ramadan already! Subhaan Allah, we have almost reached the finish line. 
However, don’t slow down, rather try to pick up the pace because we have some important 
days and nights coming up! Do you know which ones they are? Yes, the last ten days which 
are the best days. May Allah allow us to reach these days, and may He help us in taking 
advantage of them. Are you tired yet? I sure hope not because Subhaan Allah, the Mercy of 


Allah continues to descend upon us and it is important for us to stay focused and determined. 


It is from the Mercy of Allah Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala that He made the best days of 
Ramadan the final ten days. These are the days we take a little bit from our sleep to nourish 
our spiritual needs. So are you ready for this sprint my dear child? In order for us to 


prepare for the last ten days of Ramandan, let us take a look at how the prophet Muhammad 
(2) was during them: 


Al Bukhaari and Muslim recorded from the saying of Aishah (lgic all 2 )) that during 
the last ten days of Ramadan, the prophet Muhammad (š) would wake up his wives during 
the night. Then he would be fully busy with acts of worship, so they can worship as well. 


In another Hadith, in a narration in Muslim, he would strive to do acts of worship during the 


final ten days of Ramadan more than he would do on any other days throughout the year. 


So this is how our prophet Muhammad (#22) was during the last ten days of Ramadan. He 
(2) took advantage of them, more than any other days of the year, because they are the 
best days. Now that you know how special these days are, how do you plan to take advantage 
of them? Are you just going to sleep through the night? I hope not, try to make an effort to 
wake up during the night and follow the example of our beloved prophet Muhammad (22). 
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So let’s take advantage of these beautiful days together! And I will tell you exactly 
how to do it. 
Ibn Rajab al Hanbali said the prophet Muhammad (#22) used to do in the final ten days 


might be wondering what did he (š) do? 


that which he never did throughout the entire year (as the Hadith stated). So you 

* He used to pray at night; 

* He used to make Dhikr and 

* Read Qur'aan 
These three acts of worship are a great place to start. However, don’t just stop there, 
do any form of worship you would like. Don't limit yourself. If you feel reciting your 
Adhkaar brings your closer to Allah, then recite Dhikr, and then a little extra because 
these days are special. A lot of people ask what is the best acts of worship to do 
during these days? Well, that really depends on you, and what forms of 'Ibaadah 


strengthens your Iman and helps you connect with Allah. 
Here are some other ideas to get your mind thinking: 


* Wake up your family these nights and it is also a Sunnah. 
e Do LPtikaaf. What is that? I’tikaaf is to seclude yourself from everything and 
everyone to connect with Allah. The more you learn about Allah, love, and yearn 


for Allah. The more you will love fo be secluded with Allah. 
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The prophet Muhammad (££) used to do I’tikaaf in pursuit of Laylatul Qadr. However, 
we will talk about that another time. Try to ask Ummi or Abi if you can go to the 
Masjid with them to do L'tikaaf! You do not have to stay the whole night, it can be a 
short portion of it. You go to the Masjid and make the intention that it is for T'tikaof. 
When you are there, only busy yourself with Allah, not with playing or doing anything 
else. And remember to do the kind of ‘Ibaadah that you like the most, and a lot of it! 


Alright my dear child, it is already time to go. Jazaak Allahu Khayr for reading these 
letters. I hope you enjoy them and benefit from them. In Shaa Allah, let’s continue to 
talk in the next letter. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s Challenge: We already discussed some 
‘Ibaadaat that you can do the last ten days. Now it’s 
your turn to write your own 'Ibaadah list. Think about 
which ones are your favorite. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How are you doing today, and are you fasting again? I am so proud of you Maa Shaa 
Allah, on how far you have come! You have already finished two thirds of Ramadan! 
Allahumma Baarik! However, you must keep going because we haven’t reached the finish 
line yet. Remember, the most important days are yet to come. So let’s stay focused 


and energized. 


Today we will talk more about I’tikaaf. Do you remember what it means? Yes, it means 
to seclude yourself in the Masjid and only focus on the worship of Allah. I’tikaaf helps 
you unplug from the world for a short period to focus on connecting with Allah. With it 


also comes a beautiful sweetness. Don’t you want to experience that for yourself? 


If you love someone, you want to spend as much time with them and cherish every 
moment. For example, we all love our mother and like to spend quality time with her 
without any distractions. So if you truly love Allah, you will want to spend time in 
seclusion with Him. I'tikaaf is a training session for the heart to turn completely to 
Allah. I’tikaaf is breaking all contact with the creation to establish contact with Allah. 
So, take advantage of these nights. 


I'tikaaf does not have a time limit. You can do it for any amount of time you would like. 
Make an effort to go to the Masjid with your family, and have the intention to do 
I'tikaaf even if it’s only for a few minutes. Furthermore, DI'tikaaf can also be done 
outside of Ramadan. So if you have done it a few times now in Ramadan, try to 


continue with it after In Shaa Allah. It will help you strengthen your bond with Allah and 


your love for Him. 
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My dear child, now it’s time to get ready for the final ten days of Ramadan. You have to 
sprint towards them. Sprint to Salaah, sprint to praise and glorification of Allah, spirit to 
reciting the Qur’aan, spirit in giving charity, and in any worship that comes to your mind that 
is from the Qur’aan and the Sunnah. These upcoming nights contain a night better than a 
thousand nights. Do you have any idea what it’s called, and why it’s so special? Yes, it’s 
Layatul Qadr, and it was the night the Qur’aan was revealed. So do not miss the opportunity 
to stand in prayer and worship on the greats of nights. Try to take time from your comfort 


and sleep, so you can worship Allah. Strive to overcome laziness and stand up on your feet in 
humility. Lift up your spirit, bury your sluggishness, and compete with the Sahaabah so that 
when we meet them in Jannah In Shaa Allah they will know us as men and women who used to 


worship like they did (the monks of the night). 


Are you inspired yet? Do not let these final ten days be like the first twenty days. Just like 
you didn’t let Ramadan be like your ordinary days, do not let the final ten days be like the 
first twenty days, work hard and excel in your ‘Ibaadah. You will be grateful you didn’t give 
up when you see the mountains of reward on the Day of Judgment. In Shaa Allah. Most of 
the month is gone, and no one knows if they will live to see another Ramadan. Subhaan Allah 
look how quickly Ramadan passed us by, and that is how our life is going to pass. One day 
you’re young, the next day you have reached old age. So take advantage of your youth. 
Sprint to your 'Ibaadah, to Allah, and He will sprint to you. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How are you doing today? Subhaan Allah, the last ten days of Ramadan have reached us! So 


this means we are now in the most important part of Ramadan. Do you remember why? 


It is because in one of these last ten nights, it will be Laylatul Qadr, the night of Decree. You 
might be wondering, "What is it exactly?" Well, it is no ordinary night because it was when 


the Qur’aan was revealed. Allah says, 


“Verily! We have sent it (this Qur'aan) down in the night of al Qadar (Decree) 


[Surah al Qadar: |] 


There is actually a whole Surah about this special night. Do you have any idea which Surah this 
is? Yes! It is Surah al Qadr! 


But why is it called Laylatul Qadr? Do you have any ideas what it might mean? 


The first is value or importance because The Night of Decree (Laylat al Qadar) is deeply 
valued. The second meaning is Qadr comes from destiny, it means your destiny is written in 
this night. Wait a minute, wasn’t our destiny already written fifty thousand years before the 
sky and the Earth was created? So how can this be the night of destiny? Okay, hold on, let 
me explain further. Well here is how it goes, it WAS written in the fifty thousand years 
before the sky and the Earth was created and NOW on this specific night the TASKS of that 
YEAR are given to the angels. Allah says, 


“Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments.” 


[Surah ad Dukhaan:4] 
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The tasks (both good and bad) for the entire year are given to the angels to carry out on 


this night, so it’s important to turn to Allah and seek His Mercy. Matters such as who will die 
this year, who will earn a lot of wealth, and who will become poor. The tasks for that entire 


year, so there is no time to sleep on a day that your provision is written. 


Now that you understand how special and important this night is, put in your best effort to 
make it the best night of your life. Did you know if you do anything good on this night, that 
you will get a reward as if you did this action for 83 years and H months, or 000 months, 
Subhaan Allah! Allah says, 


“The night of al Qadar (Decree) is better than a thousand months.” 


[Surah al Qadar: 3] 


Do you want to waste the reward of a l000 months by sleeping? Of course not, anyone who 
misses this night and doesn't strive to do as much good deeds will be at a loss. So let us strive 
together to seek out the special night, to not miss out on the reward because the 


opportunity only comes once a year! 


Now, you might be wondering WHEN exactly is Laylatul Qadr. You already know it’s in the last 
ten nights. So do you have any guesses when it might be? Well, we actually don't know the 
exact night. Therefore, it’s important to increase in acts of worship in all the last ten nights 


to make sure we do not miss out on the reward! However, there are some signs we can look 


for. 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


THE SIGNS OF LAYLATUL GADR 

There is a Hadith that explains some of the signs of Laylatul Qadr, 

The prophet Muhammad (22%) said: 

"Laylatul Qadr is a clear and shining night as if there were a bright moon in it." 

He said as if it was a bright moon. The brightness of that night is not from the moon. It is 
from noor (light) Allah put in it and from the angels coming down, as if it was a bright moon. 
The Hadith also goes on to say, "It is a calm and tranquil night, it is neither cold nor hot and 
nor are any shooting stars thrown in it (in that morning)" These are some of the signs on 


that night. 


Now what is after that? The following morning, the sun appeared white and without rays 


(beamless). 


Anyone who worships Allah and it turns out to be that night (whether he saw the signs or 
not), In Shaa Allah he is going to get the full reward. May Allah make us from among them. 


Therefore, my dear child, go and strive these nights and don't get tired. Make sure to rest 
well so you will be able to do many good deeds in the night. Are you ready? 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 


How's your Ramadan been going? Have you been taking advantage of Ramadan, 


especially these last ten days? May Allah make it easy for you and aid you in worshiping 
Him. 


I want to dive back into another history lesson, because the Muslims had such a rich 
history and we should learn about it, and let it inspire us. The Ummah needs to have a 
bond with our honorable beginning, and have a connection to the early generations of 


Muslims. This can only be done if we learn about our Islamic history. 


Today we will discuss another historic victory that Allah blessed this Ummah with during 
the month of Ramadan. Although the final ten days of Ramadan are about worship, it 
was also a time of great victory for the Muslims where they defeated some of the 
worst enemies of Allah. The defeat of the Tartar and The Battle of ‘Ayn Jaaloot-the 
battle that put an end to the transgression of an empire that massacred the Muslims 


for a long time. This was 658 after the Hijrah, on the 25th day of Ramadan. 


JINKEEZ KHAAN (GENGHIS KHAN) 


Let us begin with a man named Jinkeez Khaan (Genghis Khan), who was the first leader 
of the Mongols (people who came out of an area in China). The Mongols were very 
arrogant, and so was their leader whose name means the king of all kings and the 
strongest of all the strong. Jinkeez Khaan loved bloodshed, and during his leadership the 
Muslims were large in number, but were very weak and far from Allah. So Jinkeez 


Khaan took advantage of that. 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


How weak were the Muslims? At this time there was the Khilaafah Abbaasiyyah that was in 


Iraq, but if was a mere name and not a reality. Their leaders didn't care about the Ummah, 
their main focus was gaining wealth. And then, if you move a little bit down to Egypt, ash 
Shaam, Hijaaz and Yemen - it was under the rule of some of the descendants of Salaah ad 
Deen al Ayyoobi, but they were nothing like their father. The kids and grandkids of Salaah ad 
Deen brought that strong nation into ruins with their divisions, problems, and love of 


leadership. All of these problems made the Ummah very vulnerable towards its enemies. 


THE TARTAR SOLDIERS 


The Tartar soldiers (the Mongols) were ruthless. They were quick and swift in their battles, 
and most of it was by terrorizing everyone. Before they reached an area, the news of their 
terror, what they do, what they would do, and what they were going to do scared everyone 
to defeat. Their armies were massive, even if their opponents were nobody. They would 
enter towns and destroyed them into ruins. They had no mercy, they killed everyone in sight- 
women, children, elders, the oppressed and the oppressors, the soldiers and the civilians. They 


kept no promises and always broke all their covenants. 


THE INVASION OF BUKHAARAH 


The Tartar started invading Muslim lands by Bukhaarah (which today is Uzbekistan). The 
Muslims were very weak at the time so they surrendered. Jinkeez Khaan had made them a 
promise, that if they surrender, he would not harm them. However, do you think he kept his 
promise? Unfortunately, he did not and only Allah knows how many Muslims were killed. The 


Tartar also did many unspeakable things that caused so much harm to the Muslims. This went 


on for over fifty years, the Muslims lived in massacre after massacre while everyone just 


watched and did nothing. 
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THEY DID NOT FIGHT BACK 
Things became much worse in 654 after the Hijrah, when the Tartar gained the lands of the 
Romans. Their leader was Holaako (the son of Jinkeez Khaan). In 656 after the Hijrah, 
Holaako made his way towards the city of Baghdad, which is in Iraq, His army committed 


some of the biggest massacres, and in less than I2 days killed over two million Muslims. He 
destroyed the Abbaasiyyah Khilaaf ah, killed the Khaleefah (al Mu'tasim Billah), his family, and 
his aides. Holaako and his wife, hated Muslims and Islam and he was considered among the 
biggest enemies of Islam. They kept taking Muslim lands and killing The Muslims. They went 
from one city to the next, from Furaat, to Halab, to Damascus, and then they went down to 
Naablis, Bayt al Maadis, and Ghazzah. No one fought back, or stood up to the enemy. 
Everyone accepted defeat, and just watched and surrendered. At this point, the Tartar had 
reached the peak of aggression. When this happens, it does not matter if they are Muslims 
or non-Muslims, an individual or a nation - once they hit the peak of their oppression, the 


downfall is close. 
OUR HERO: AL MALIK AL MUDHAFFAR SAYF AD DEEN QUTUZ 


After many years and mass destruction the Tartar started to believe they were invincible 
and could never be defeated. It was the same thing with Namrood, when he stood up to 
Ibraaheem WAT dle) and got arrogant, and said he brings life and death. Then Allah 
took him with a little fly. No one gets arrogant with Allah and the believers. Allah is stronger 
than anyone and anything, and makes examples of people and nations. So Allah sent His 
servant al Malik al Mudhaffar Sayf ad Deen Qutuz. He took power in Egypt in 657 after the 
Hijrah, and within a year of taking leadership, he defeated one of the most dangerous armies 
the Islamic Ummah was facing. It was during the month of Ramadan, a small army was set 
up, during the darkest period of Islamic history, where the Ummah was divided and the 
leaders only focus was themselves and staying in power. Similar to our times today. But 
despite being small in number, and facing an army much larger, this didn’t stop Sayf ad Deen 


Qutuz. He was determined to protect the Ummah. 
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INSPIRING THE BELIEVERS 
During this time, Holaako decided to send forty men with a letter threatening the king Sayf 
ad Deen Qutuz. However, Qutuz wasn’t about to be a coward and surrender. He had another 
idea. He gathered the leaders and decided to kill all forty of the messengers. Qutuz wanted 
to fight, especially because he knew that the Tartar were heading to Egypt and there was no 
way out of it - either he and his people get killed like sheep, they die like men, or they become 
victorious. 
Sayf ad Deen Qutuz began to inspire the leaders to fight and he gathered fighters from all 
over. He declared that it was time to fight and he raised the flag of Allah and the prophet 


Muhammad (š). He went out of his way to try to unite with the leaders in the neighboring 
area of ash Shaam. The Muslim leaders next to him (the sons of Salaah ad Deen) were on 
very bad terms with him, but he kept on telling them that they are going to invade Egypt in a 
short time, so let us put our differences aside, unite for the sake of Allah and fight the 
Tartar together. 


However, the tensions with the Muslim leaders was so bad. Everyone just wanted to stay in 
power. Qutuz’s main worry was a man named an Naasir Yusuf al Ayyoobi - the Ameer of 
Damascus. He was a descendant of our leader Salaah ad Deen al Ayyoobi - a grandson by 
blood and not by action. Qutuz was worried an Naasir would betray him and join the enemy. 
And he was right to worry. After the victory of Holaako in Baghdad, an Naasir told the 
Tartar when you come, I will help you against Qutuz, so that you can gain the land of Egypt. 
He didn’t fear Allah, or think about what this might mean for the Muslims. His main concern 
was to stay in power, even if that meant betraying the Ummah. However, Qutuz had bigger 
goals. He knew the honor of the Ummah and the Muslim women was at stake. So Qutuz tried 
everything to put the past behind them and to unite and fight the enemy (Tartar) who were 


coming to kill them. 
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THE PATH TO VICTORY 

Qutuz was a very noble man, and he understood that an Naasir loved power and leadership. So 
you know what he offered him to try to get him on his side? He offered him all of Egypt, 
although he was the leader. He said, take my land and just let me be a representative. It will 
be under your control and I will be under your control. Let us just join together against this 


common enemy. Why did he do this? Why was he willing to give up his power? Because he was 
willing to go to grant lengths to save the Ummah from bloodshed even if it meant giving up his 
leadership. However, an Naasir Yusuf al Ayyoobi was so arrogant he refused the offer. An 
Naasir remained a huge obstacle in Qutuz’s path, and was preparing to join the Tartar. Even 
though everything seemed difficult, those who put their trust and reliance in Allah, He will 
grant them a way out. After an Naasir rejected Qutuz offer, he was faced with the enemy. 
The Tartar came to Halab and Damascus and ousted him. However, he wasn’t brave and ran 
away with his soldiers to Falasteen. Even though he refused to join forces with Qutuz at 
first, he did not have much of a choice and now was forced to join the army of Qutuz. 
However, that did not last and he eventually split while most of his soldiers wanted to remain 
with Sayf ad Deen Qutuz. Soon after that, he was killed by Tartar soldiers. Now Allah got rid 
of this man and not only that, but Qutuz got his soldiers behind him. And this was the 
beginning of the path to victory. 


Do you see my dear child, how Allah helps His truthful servants, and humiliates those who turn 


their back on Allah and the Muslims? 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s Challenge: Reflect on today’s letter and discuss 
it with your Ummi and Abi. Then answer the questions 
below. 
WHO IS YOUR HERO IN TODAY S LETTER? 
WRITE DOWN TWO ENEMIES OF THE 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? Did you enjoy yesterday's history lesson? Do you remember what 
we talked about? Exactly! Yesterday we had an introduction to one of the great victories of 
Islam - The Battle of ‘Ayn Jaaloot. In English, it is called The Spring of Goliath. We speak 
about it in this month because it happened in Ramadan, this victory occurred during dark 
times for the Ummah were the Muslims were being massacred in large numbers. Muslims need 
to know such essential parts of their history. We spoke about how the Ummah was divided 


and each leaders concern was how to stay in power, even if that meant betraying the 
Muslims. However, one man, the king of Egypt, Sayf ad Deen Qutuz, rose to the occasion and 


was determined to protect the Ummah. 


GATHERING HEALTH 


When Allah sees sincere and dedicated men, He prepares for them the means of victory. 
Qutuz now had his soldiers, but he needed to collect wealth for the army. He had many 
scholars supporting him, the main one was a righteous scholar named al 'Izz Ibn Abdus Salaam 
who would speak out against the so called Muslim rulers who allied with the enemies of Islam, 


the crusaders. 


Out of all the ‘Ulamaa (scholars), Qutuz went to al ‘Izz Ibn Abdus Salaam because sincere 
leaders know sincere 'Ulamaa. He went to him and he said, "What do you think we should do? 
Should we go on and attempt to defend ourselves against the Tartar, or should we wait, or 
surrender?" For nearly fifty years or so, no one dared to stand up against the Tartar. 


However, that was about to change. 


With a firm and solid heart, al 'Izz said, "Fight them and I guarantee victory. Fight them and 
I guarantee victory" - that is all he said. He was assuring them - be strong with Allah. 


Subhaan Allah, what an honor and firm trust they had in Allah. 


ali TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


O 
ET m E 


* 


is a TELT oli 
$e. dew U the batte e °. 
š n ; " 
nyu Jacatoot 
Al ‘Izz Ibn Abdus Salaam issued an Islamic ruling that would help Qutuz gather the wealth needed to 
defeat the enemies. Al 'Izz, said since Qutuz does not have any wealth, the ruling on this is that 
when enemies try to invade Muslim lands, you must use all the wealth in Bayt Maal al Muslimeen (The 
House of the Wealth of the Muslims) and it will all go to the army. When there is no longer money in 
Bayt Maal al Muslimeen (the leader can take it from the Ummah - he can impose the necessary 
taxes on them). However, there were some leaders there and some of them were wealthy, so look 
what al 'Izz said - before you tax the people, the leaders have to start by bringing in all their extra 
m 


wealth. The leaders listened to this command and one after another would go and bring all his 
wealth, the gold and jewelry of his wife, set it down and then give an oath - "Wallahi, I swear by 
Allah, I left nothing" This continued until they brought everything. When that was not enough, they 


taxed everyone in Egypt who was able to pay, one Dinar. 
THE BATTLE BEGINS 


Then it was time, Sayf ad Deen Qutuz, sent a small number of his soldiers to check on the enemy, 
but they crossed paths and fighting began. On the 25th day of Ramadan, 658 after the Hijrah, the 
two armies clashed with full force. The Muslim army had about 20,000 soldiers, while the Tartar 
were nearly 200,000 soldiers. 


The dust of the battle began to rise and the clink of the swords began to echo. The voices grew 
louder and louder with Allahu Akbar - the ammunition for the believers. It grew louder and louder 
from the soldiers fighting in the field, and onlookers and farmers who were in the valleys nearby. 
The Muslims mixed with the Tartar and the bodies began to fall - ours in Heaven, In Shaa Allah, and 
theirs to Hell. At first if was a great victory for the Muslims, but then Qutuz began noticing his 
soldiers hesitating. So, he goes in front of everyone, takes his helmet off and throws it down, and 
says, "Islam is at stakel" And runs towards the enemy, and inspired the Muslims to follow along. The 
general of the Tartar gets killed, the army gets destroyed and the Muslims chase them away - 


some are killed and some are apprehended. Thus, winning the biggest battle in Islamic history. 
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THE REASON BEHIND VICTORY? 
For about fifty years Muslims were living in humiliation and defeat, and many were afraid to stand 
up against the Tartar. However, what was the reason behind their victory? What do you think? 
What changed the condition of the Ummah? The secret to victory is fearing Allah, that is the 
secret! "The fear of Allah is the biggest ammunition against your enemies. Fear your sins more than 
you fear your enemies. Muslims win by the sins of their enemies against Allah. If we are equal in sins, 
they will have power over us, because then it becomes power over power. They are always more 
powerful than us and they have more soldiers, so it is about Taqwa (Fearing Allah)" After victory 


of 'Ayn Jaaloot, it brought back honor to the Ummah and the believers. The enemies never stood a 
chance against Allah, He is the one who grants victory. So, when Allah wants victory and good for 


someone, there is no one who can deprive him of it. 


“And if Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it but He, and if He touches you with good, 
then He is Able to do all things." 
[Surah al An'aam: I7] 


LIFE AFTER VICTORY 


After ‘Ayn Jaaloot, the low-life leaders became exposed, especially the grandsons of the great 
leader Salaah ad Deen - the ones who were only worried about their thrones and remaining in power. 
They were the ones who used the enemies of Allah against their brothers, just to remain in power, 


and they too vanished. 


After the Muslims victory in ‘Ayn Jaaloot, people lived in peace and honor for decades to come. 
There was no more bloodshed, violence, and oppression for a hundred and forty-six years. The 
Tartar were shocked by this, but they began to see the beauty of Islam. They began to read and 
study it, and amazingly, they began to embrace Islam in large groups. They saw how the Muslims 
were when they were in power. They were astonished to see how the Muslims treated them and 
forgave them. They expected genocide, but that is not Islam. They saw the justice, safety and 


manners of Islam when the Muslims had the upper hand and many decided to embrace it. 


ry TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS oe » 


l 
a TET. "uin 


* | x | * 


x : Lotter t0 the Battle of ] 


Nyu Jaatect 


HISTORY REPEATS 


My dear child, I want to talk about the times we are living in today. It is very similar to the 
times of the past. Muslims now are living in humiliation and are being massacred across the 
world, while the so called Muslim leaders turn away. Their only concern is staying in power, 
even if that means betraying the Muslims. The lands that were once filled with honor and 
were once ruled by the Sharee'ah of Allah, now have leaders who call for things other than 
the rule of Allah. They want to please others, while they turn their back on Allah. This causes 
the Ummah to live in humiliation and defeat. May Allah ease the suffering of this Ummah, and 
may He replace the traitors of today with the likes of our beloved leader Sayf ad Deen 
Qutuz Cal da>j) 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s Challenge: Research and learn more about our 
leader Salaah ad Deen al Ayyoobi. 
WHO IS SALAAH AD DEEN AL AYYOOBI? 
HOW DID HE HELP ISLAM? 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING YOU LEARNED ABOUT 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? Subhaan Allah, look how the days are passing by very quickly. I 
pray that you are taking advantage of them. 
Today we will discuss ‘Izzah, and more specifically ‘Izzah in Ramadan. Do you know what it 
means? Do you have any guesses? So, in Arabic, ‘Izzah means pride, honor, and glory. If you 
have ‘Izzah about something, you are proud of it. And Islam is a religion of ‘Izzah, a religion 
of hard work, highness, and seriousness. Ramadan is the month of pride and honor, and it 
teaches you this in so many different ways. Subhaan Allah. 


But how is Ramadan connected to ‘Izzah? Do you have any ideas? So when you are fasting, 
leaving off that which is normally allowed: food and water, you elevate yourself and leave 


that which is from this Dunya for the sake of Allah. 


So lets say, your Ummi made a beautiful cake, which would be soooooo delicious. You would 
love to eat it, and normally you could eat it, but now you are fasting. So you need to wait, 
you need to have patience, you know Allah sees you, you are training yourself. Do you see 
how Ramadan elevates you, makes you a better person? Ramadan is real training, a real 
workout which helps us to become people of 'Izzah, people of honor. When you finish your 
day of fasting, my dear child, Allah is so happy with you. You know why? Because you left, 
what is normally allowed: eating and drinking for the sake of Allah to earn His pleasure. You 


said no to Ummi's delicious cake, and continued fasting. But we are not done yet... 


You can become an even stronger Muslim and attain even more 'Izzah. How? Let's take a look 
together. One of the other ways to become a person of 'Izzah, is to stay away from arguing 
and fighting. Even if you know you are right. You strive to do as many good deeds as you can 
and do your utmost best to make Allah happy. If you have all this, you will be a person of 
'Izzah. In Shaa Allah. This will In Shaa Allah help your Iman grow stronger, as well as help you 
get closer to Allah. 
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Furthermore, you can attain ‘Izzah this month when you spend from your wealth for the 
sake of Allah. Okay, so you might be wondering, what does giving charity have to do with 
‘Izzah? It has a looooooooooooot to do with it! So when you spend, and give in charity, it 
m 


protects the weak and poor. From what? You save them from asking others. By helping those 
in need, helping provide for them, you help them so they do not have to ask others. You help 
raise them from being low, to having ‘Izzah and not having to ask others. Islam wants you to 
live in honor. and pride in all aspects of your life, and this is why Islam said that the hand 


giving is better than the hand receiving. 


The prophet Muhammad (š) told Ibn Abbaas - “if you ask, ask Allah. If you seek aid, seek 
it in Allah.” Why? That is ‘Izzah there. 


In Saheeh al Bukhaari, az Zubayr Ibn al 'Awwaam (aic aul Q2 5)) said, the prophet 
Muhammad (š) said, “It is better for one to take a rope, go and cut wood and carry it on 
his back, than to ask others" Do anything but do not ask others - that is 'Izzah. In fact, in 
Saheeh Muslim some people came to the prophet Muhammad (Z) to give him Bay'ah 
(allegiance), and they gave him Bay'ah on Islam, the five pillars, and then on obedience to him, 
and then he said, "Do not ask anything from people.” Why? To instill honor, pride, and glory in 
this Ummah. 


My dear child, have pride in your religion! Follow the Sunnah and have pride in it. Do the Waajib 
with pride in it. Have pride when other people ask you about Islam. When asked about Islam, 
do not be embarrassed. When it is time for Salaah, rush to it where ever you are. Stand up 
with pride, dignity, and glory for your prayer. Learn the bright history of Islam, so you can 
defend this history with pride when people try to talk about it. Show your pride in Islam! May 


Allah make you from among those who bring 'Izzah to the Deen and protect you from all evil. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today's Challenge: Reflect on today's letter and brainstorm 
with your Ummi and Abi the different ways to have honor 


as a Muslim. Write them below. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? Do you know how many days are left? About five or six days Subhaan 
Allah. The days fly by. Today we are going to talk about the ‘Fasting of the Tongue.’ And you might 
think, “Huh? What do you mean the fasting of the tongue?” We fast with the stomach, right? 


However, fasting is more than withholding from eating and drinking. But it is a time to also work on 


bettering yourself and guarding your tounge. Do you have any idea what that means? 


It means training yourself to stay away from lying and backbiting, and all other ailments of the 
tongue. We will begin by mentioning a couple Ahaadith to show the importance of guarding one's 


tongue. 


o- ° 


Abu Hurayrah (aic all ine 5)) narrated that the prophet Muhammad (22) says: 


“When any one of you gets up in the morning in a state of fasting, he should neither use obscene 
language nor do any act of ignorance. And if anyone slanders him or quarrels with him, he should 


say: “I am fasting, I am fasting.” 


[Muslim: ll5la] 


In another Hadith in Sunan an Nasaa'ee, Ibn Maajah and al Haakim, the prophet Muhammad (22%) 
said, "Perhaps a fasting person gets nothing out of his fast but hunger." 


Some people think if they argue with someone, backbite, or lie they have negated their fast, so 
they might as well go eat and drink. However, Imaam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal said if gossip and backbiting 
were to break the fast, none of us would have a fast. Furthermore, what most of the scholars 
agree upon is what breaks is not the fast, but the person will lose the reward if he does any of 
these things. Depending on what he does, he gets sins, and loses the reward for his worship 
(according to whatever he did). This is why it’s important to pay attention to the matters of the 


tongue, because you do not want to lose out on all the reward. 
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We should avoid the sins of evil speech, lying, and gossip throughout the year. But it's even 
worse to do these things during Ramadan because they are the opposite to the wisdom and 
purpose of fasting. When you fast you are in a state of worship, and trying to purify yourself, 
while speaking badly is the opposite of that. 
In Ramadan the deeds are multiplied, but so are sins. So during an ordinary day, you get sins for 
gossip and backbiting. However, during the month of Ramadan, it becomes much deeper. You get 
more sins because the days are holy and you also lose out on the reward for the 'Ibaadah you 
are doing. The main point of the Ahaadith is to remind a person to be careful and protect 


yourself from losing out on the reward by persisting in the sins of the tongue. 


Ramadan, comes and helps train us to guard our tongue because we have a lot to lose if we 
don't. May Allah protect us. In Shaa Allah this will help us avoid these sins for the rest of the 


year, and then, for the rest of our lives. 


The tongue is a small muscle, but a deeply dangerous one. That is why the prophet Muhammad 
(3%) told us that one of the major matters that causes people entry to Jahannam is the 
tongue. So you need to always think before you speak and make sure the words you say won’t 
cause you harm in your Aakhirah. 

I want to share a story of Abu Bakr as Siddeea, (aic all C )) and how concerned he was 
regarding the matters of the tongue. He was the best man after the prophets, but he still held 
himself to high standards and was afraid of the punishment of Allah. 

Umar (dic aul C) said, “I walked in on Abu Bakr as Siddeeq, CHJ aul Q2)) one time 
while he was holding his tongue. He had his tongue in his hand and he is saying, “This destroyed 
me - my tongue destroyed me.” He said his tongue destroyed him although his tongue exerted all 
its efforts in support of the prophet Muhammad (š). Abu Bakr was saying his tongue 
destroyed him, when he is going to be called by every single one of the eight gates of Jannah. 
Subhaan Allah, look at his concern. Never take the matters of the tongue lightly. 
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There is less than a week of Ramadan left, but you can still use this time to train your 
tongue. Each day before you sleep reflect on your speech. Ask yourself, "Did I lie, did I 
argue, did I say a bad word?" If you made the wrong choices, set aside a dollar for each 
mistake. After a week you will see that holding yourself to account will have washed your 
tongue out. You know, my dear child, no one is perfect and we all make mistakes. Sometimes 
we lie or say something mean, but when this happens, rush to ask Allah to forgive you and to 
protect your tongue from saying anything that will displease Him. Ramadan helps us become 
more mindful of Allah and to increase us in Taqwa, in both actions and speech. May Allah 


guide us and keep us on the right path. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s Challenge: Write down at least three ailments of the 
tongue to protect yourself from. Then each night, hold yourself 
to account and reflect on your speech. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you? Did you start on yesterday's challenge? Good, may Allah reward and accept it 
from youl 
Today we are going to continue talking about our tongues. What do you remember from the 
letter about ‘Fasting of the Tongue?’ Our tongue is the determining factor in our ultimate 


destiny. May Allah protect us all from Jahannam. The prophet Muhammad (š) said: 

"When you wake up, the limbs tell the tongue - fear Allah in us. If you do good, we will be in 
good status. If you do bad, we are going to be bad." 

The tongue has a major role to play. So, for example, if you are wondering why your Iman is 
weak, first start with checking your tongue. The biggest source of strengthening your Iman 


is your tongue. 


The prophet Muhammad (š) taught us to say good or remain silent. That is not a Haraam 
or Halaal standard, but it is a standard beyond that. If it is good, then I am going to say it, 
and if it is neutral, I am going to keep it to myself. The prophet Muhammad ($£) referred 
to some of the tongue ailments as Moobiqaat. Do you know what Moobiqaat means? Doomers 
and destroyers. He put some tongue ailments in the same category as Moobiqaat like usury, 


black magic, and killing, and one of them is accusing women of their honor. 


In Shu'bal Iman by al Bayhaqj: When the prophet Muhammad (#2) saw the Ka’bah after not 
seeing it for a long time, he looked at it and he talked to the Ka'bah. He said, “How honorable 
you are, but the honor and sanctity of a believer is more honorable than you" Then he said, 


"Allah has prohibited the blood and the honor and wealth of the believers." 
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So now that you know this. I have a question for you. Would a Muslim curse the Ka'bah? No, 
right? Everyone holds it sacred and it is beyond the imagination of a Muslim to curse the 
Ka'bah. Would anyone take a sledgehammer, go to the Ka'bah and try to take it down and 
demolish it? That is stuff most of the major sinners of this Ummah could not even imagine. 
But you see, speaking about the honor of a believer is a bigger sin than cursing the Ka'bah. 
Taking down the Ka’bah, stone by stone is a smaller sin than killing a believer. The honor and 
sanctity of a Muslim is big in the eyes of Allah and the righteous believers. Read that again.. 
Al Fudhayl Ibn ‘Iyaadh said, 
“I know some of my friends who would remain silent from a Friday to a Friday” - meaning 


from one Friday to another Friday, they would not say anything but some Qur’aan, Dhikr, and 
‘Ibaadah. They protected their tongues. 


Abu Na’eem and Ibn Abi Dunya narrated that Ibn Abbaas spoke to his tongue and he told his 


tongue - “Speak good and you will succeed, otherwise you will regret it.” 


He was warning his tongue and reminding himself that it is a dangerous muscle. Ibn Abbaas 
said, “It reached me that there is no bigger enemy to one than his own tongue on the 


Judgment Day.” 


Let your example be the prophet Muhammad (š). Get in the habit of contemplating what 
you say before you utter it. Al Hasan al Basri said, “One who does not restrain his tongue 
does not know his Deen.” Whatever words you have, they are your prisoner. You have them 
as a prisoner and you have control over them. Feel good that they are your prisoner. Once 
you let them out, you are their prisoner. You have become a prisoner to them and you have 


to handle their consequences in this Dunya and before Allah. 
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Be careful with your tongue, because most of the punishment in Jahannam is from it. 
Furthermore, do you know what it’s like to speak about your brothers or sisters in 
Islam? 
Allah says, "Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would hate 
it (so hate backbiting).” 

[Surah al Hujuraat: I2] 


But what about people who talk about you behind your back? Giggle when you hear 
someone talk about you. Smile and be happy. Can you imagine all the freebie reward you 
get out of the person who slandered you, and all the sins you are going to put on him? 
Deeds you never worked for and never expected. That is why the prophet Muhammad 
(222) called them bankrupt - because they have a lot of deeds but they are going to 
give them to you. Not only are they going to give them to you, but your sins are going 


to pile on them. 


Al Hasan al Basri heard someone talking about him, so he went to the market and 
bought some dates. "Why Hasan al Basri? Someone is talking about you - he is 
slandering and backbiting you, so why do you go take him dates?" The man asked him 
that question. He said, "You gave me your deeds, so I am going to give you something in 
return.” Some people like to give their Ramadans, their night of Laylatul Qadar, or their 


Hajj away. So, my dear child, always guard your tongue, and protect your good deeds. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today's Challenge: Reflect on today's letter. Write down at least 
six words or actions of the tongue that will please Allah and earn 
you rewardl 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How have your last days of Ramadan been going? May Allah accept all your good deeds you 
have done this month, and may He help you to continue them after Ramadan. 
We learned a lot this month, and today we will discuss another important topic. Something 


every person goes through in this life, young and old. What do you think we will talk about 


today? Hmmm. Today we will talk about trials and how to overcome them. 


One reason Allah tests people is to elevate their rank in Paradise. However, you must be from 
among the successful and not turn your back on Allah. People respond differently to trials 
and tests. Some people, when Allah tests them, they turn to Allah and seek forgiveness. While 
others, when Allah tests them, they run away from Allah and continue to wrong themselves. 
Now that you know this, which one do you want to be In Shaa Allah? Of course, we all want 
to be from among those who turn to Allah in hardship and in ease, always seeking His 


forgiveness and support. May Allah make us from among them. 
So remember, whatever difficulties you go through in life, that they are tests from Allah, 
and an opportunity for you to turn to Allah for help. And if you are close to Allah, He will be 


close to you. These trials come as means for you to get closer to Allah, so do not turn away. 


In every situation, try to remember Allah and He will remember you In Shaa Allah. 


Allah says, “Therefore, remember Me (by praying, glorifying), I will remember you.” 


[Surah al Baqarah: 152] 
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Furthermore, the prophet Muhammad (2) said, 


“Allah says, I am just as My slave thinks I am, (ie. I am Able to do for him what he 
thinks I can do for him) and I am with him if he remembers Me. If he remembers Me 
in himself, I too, remember him in Myself; and if he remembers Me in a group of 
people, I remember him in a group that is better than them; and if he comes one span 
nearer to Me, I go one cubit nearer to him; and if he comes one cubit nearer to Me, I 
go a distance of two outstretched arms nearer to him; and if he comes to Me walking, 


I go to him running." 


[Al Bukhaari:7405] 


Subhaan Allah, look at the Mercy of Allah towards His slaves. So strive to always think 
positive of Allah, and to seek His nearness. And remember if you go to Allah walking, He 


will come to you running. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
I hope you are in the best state of health and Iman. Subhaan Allah, we are quickly 


approaching the end of Ramadan. However, just because Ramadan will be over doesn’t mean 
we stop our 'Ibaadah and the good deeds we have been doing this month. In Shaa Allah, this is 
only the start for you. Are you prepared to keep striving after Ramadan? 


Alhamdulillah, know that during this beautiful month, Shaytaan is chained up, but as soon as 
the month is over, he will try to distract us from all the good we were doing during Ramadan. 


Allah tells us that Shaytaan is our worst enemy, so be aware and protect yourself from him. 


Shaytaan is always present. With us, Allah has assigned one devil and one angel for each 
human. This devil is always trying to distance you and push you away from Allah. You need to 
be cautious of him, and protect yourself. You might be wondering how you can do this? It is 


actually very simple. Alhamdulillah. 
You should always try to seek refuge with Allah from the Shaytaan, Allah says, 


“And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytaan (Satan), then seek refuge with Allah. 
Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower." 
[Surah al A’raf: 200] 


You protect yourself by saying, 


el Mud Go ally Sc 
A’udhu Billaahi Minas Shaytaanir Rajeem. 


I seek refuge with Allah from the cursed satan. 


TARBIYYATUL IMAN PUBLICATIONS 


Pe IÀ—— A 
Y ERE EE TT 


| IE fetter 21 Seeking Ls $ | 

| | EP | 

£ © Refuge prom Shaytan i j 
You know my dear child, the more you remember Allah, the more Allah will remember you and 
the less Shaytaan can distract you. How can you put this into practice? What is a word you 


can say before you start anything that helps you remember Allah? Do you have any ideas? 
Well done! Yes, it’s Bismillaah. For example, whenever you enter your house, start with 
Bismillaah. This way, the Shaytaan cannot enter with you. Also, before you start eating or 
drinking, begin with Bismillaah. This way, you are not giving Shaytaan a place to stay or any 


supper! 


Another important point is always seeking the help of Allah. Like Shaykh Musa (Ùl PUTES 
says, “And whoever seeks aid from Allah, Allah will grant him aid. And whoever seeks 
protection from Allah, Allah will grant him it - from evil, from all evil that befalls you - Allah 
is the only shelter for us. So, if a person places his trust in Allah and seeks aid from Allah - 


Shaytaan will withdraw from him.” 


However, that’s not it, there are other things you can do to keep Shaytaan away. What do 
you think? Yes, it’s reciting the Qur’aan. Well done. 


It’s important to recite the Qur'aan and make it apart of our daily lives. Ramadan is the 
month of the Qur'aan and In Shaa Allah you have built a strong connection with it throughout 
this month, but keep it up and don't stop reciting it. Especially, Ayatul Kursi and Surah an 
Naas. All of these will help protect you from Shaytaan. 


I ask Allah to keep you far away from Shaytaan and all evil. I ask Allah to keep you 
steadfast after Ramadan upon His obedience. I ask Allah to make you of those who will be 


successful after Ramadan and who will continue with the good work. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today's Challenge: Reflect on today's letter and discuss if 


with your Ummi and Abi. Then answer the question below. 


WHAT ARE THREE WAYS TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM SHAYTAAN? 


> 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? How has your Ramadan been going? There is not much longer until 
it’s over. It’s bitter sweet, because on one hand we have Eid to look forward to, but on the 
other hand, Ramadan is going to leave us. However, we shouldn't waste the last days of 
Ramadan, they are still very precious. May Allah allow us to end this beautiful month in the 
most beautiful way. 
Today I will talk about something very important and something every Muslim should think 


about and work towards. Your youth is actually the perfect time for this, because the 
positive habits you build when you are young will In Shaa Allah carry on into your adulthood. 
Do you have any idea what we will be talking about today? Any guesses? It's about being 
mindful of Allah. Why do you think this is important? It's important because when you are 
fully aware Allah is always watching you, at all times, and in all situations. You will most likely 
rush to do good deeds, and stop yourself from committing evil deeds that displease Allah. 
How can we gain this mindfulness of Allah? The more we learn about Tawheed and the 
attributes of Allah, the more we will understand that Allah is the all Seeing and the all 


Knowing. 


It is upon us to know that Allah is watching over us, always and forever. Allah does not sleep 
and He knows what people make apparent and what they conceal in their hearts. Allah knows 
all of our secrets, the ones you have today, and your secrets of tomorrow. You always need 
to be mindful of Allah in every situation of your life. Allah knows your intentions, and is aware 


of everything. 


Being mindful of Allah is of the utmost importance, my dear child, because it causes you to 
reach the level of Ihsaan. What is that? It is to worship Allah as if you are seeing Him; and 
although you do not see Him, He sees you. This is the highest level you can reach in your 


‘Ibaadah. 
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If we have Ihsaan, we will do good, and stay away from evil, respond to others with good, do 
good for others, and help others. So strive to have Ihsaan by remembering Allah sees every 


action you do and knows the intentions in your heart. 


Before you do something, stop to think, and remind yourself Allah is watching me. Will this 
make Allah happy? Or am I disobeying Allah and doing something I'm not supposed to be 
doing? Keep it like a compass to check which direction you are going. Are you doing good 
deeds and walking along the straight path, or are you doing evil deeds and walking along the 
path of destruction? In Shaa Allah, this will help you to be mindful of Allah during Ramadan, 
but also in life as you get older, because your Ummi and Abi won’t always be there to remind 
you to make the right decision. You have to learn this on you own and always strive to do 
what pleases Allah. By being mindful of Allah, He will guide you to do good and to do what is 
good. I ask Allah to always guide you to His pleasure. May Allah make you from among those 


who are mindful of Him. 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today's Challenge: Reflect on today's letter and discuss 
it with your Ummi and Abi. Then answer the questions 


below. 


WRITE THREE ACTIONS OR DEEDS THAT ARE 
PLEASING TO ALLAH 


WRITE THREE ACTIONS OR DEEDS THAT ARE 
DISPLEASING TO ALLAH 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
How are you doing today? We are in the last days of Ramadan. How do you feel about that? 
Look how quickly the days passed us by. They passed by faster than anyone expected. It 
feels as though it was just yesterday that we began this journey, and now it’s nearing the 
end. This is also how one's life will pass us by, and what you get out of your life is up to you. 
You can either work on gathering your good deeds on your way back to Allah or live your life 


distracted. However, after this beautiful month is over, I ask Allah to allow you to continue 


the great work you have achieved and to keep you guided and steadfast. 


A congratulations is in order for those who spent their Ramadan in worship to Allah. To those 
who will end this month with all their sins forgiven. To those who shed tears in the darkness 
of the night and stood in prayer in humility, building their special bond, and connection with 
Allah Subhaanahu wa Ta'aalaa. Blessed are those who purified themselves with good deeds 
and strived for the sake of Allah. Those who have honored and elevated their soul by rushing 
to Allah and seeking His nearness. How privileged is the one who will leave Ramadan with a new 
relationship with Allah, with a new found connected, and a fresh start? Throughout this 
month we discussed how to attain the pleasure of Allah. But this month is the ultimate month 
to gain the love, mercy, and pleasure of Allah. To wash away our sins and mistakes, and to 
turn a new chapter. You may be wondering, I'm just a kid, but I've said this before. Your 
youth is the perfect time to build your relationship and connection with Allah, to gain 
knowledge, and increase your Iman and Taqwa. The habits you build as a child will In Shaa 


Allah only grow as you get older. 


While the disbelievers have worthless New Year's resolutions that they never keep. We have 
honorable Ramadan resolutions to Allah. Our resolution is to remain good and distance 
ourselves from sins, and if we stumble - we jump back up with repentance. The clock is 
ticking, and Ramadan is almost slipping away from us, but our vow is not to let Qiyaam and 
Siyaam slip away. Even though we might be very tired, we need to keep striving and seeking 


the pleasure of Allah. 
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We should strive to keep firm upon what Ramadan has allowed us to gain throughout this 
blessed month. We should strive to make it apart of our daily lives until next Ramadan, and In 


Shaa Allah keep these beautiful habits for the rest of our lives. Ramadan is a training session, 
and helps us prepare to live our life with Taqwa (fearing Allah and being aware of Him). 
Ramadan has gone, but humility to Allah, recitation of the Qur'aan, Du'aa to Allah and pleading 
with Allah shall remain. You changed your ways, and bad habits- and replaced them with good, 
so In Shaa Allah this is only the beginning. Don't fall back and get distracted again. In the last 
few hours of Ramadan, give it all you got. There is no time to rest. As believers, we will find 


rest when both are feet enter Jannah In Shaa Allah. 


You may have had a slow beginning or shortcomings in the early part of Ramadan, but 
matters are based on how they end, so let Ramadan end with the best that you got. While 
you do that, you have to start preparing for what comes after Ramadan. Do not let it take 


you by surprise! 


Wassalaamu Alaykum 
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Today’s Challenge: Ramadan may be ending, but this is just 
the beginning for you, In Shaa Allah. Write down things you 
started in Ramadan, and plan to continue to do after. 
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Assalaamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullaahi wa Barakaatuhu my dear child, 
Jazaak Allahu Khayr for coming along on this journey with me. Ramadan is leaving us and it is 
time to say our farewell. I ask Allah to accept all of your worship this month. 


Tomorrow will be Eid In Shaa Allah. A day filled with joy In Shaa Allah. May Allah make this a 


day of happiness for you, your family, friends, and for all the Muslims around the world. 


Remember, Ramadan might be over, but don't forget all the good you did during this blessed 
month. The days of the believer are precious, so continue the good work and getting closer to 


Allah! 

Before I end these letters, I have a final challenge for you. Do you know what it is? These 
letters were inspired by the Ramadan Gems of Shaykh Musa and his son Shaykh Ahmad 
(aul loglaos). Two scholars who work really hard for this Ummah. Now you have the 
opportunity to write and send a Eid message to the Shaykhayn (both of them) and let them 
know how much you appreciate them! 

You can send a message to this email-address In Shaa Allah: 

alshaykh.ahmadjibril@gmail.com 

We ask Allah to bless you where ever you are. We ask Allah to protect you from all evil, and 
make you successful in both this Dunya and the Hereafter. May Allah make you of the 


revivers of this Ummah. Wassalaamu Alaykum, 


PS: Don’t forget all your brothers and sisters in your Du’aa. 
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Scan QK Code tov The Gems of Ramadan 
Series by Shaykh uad; Jibvit (al alas) 
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Scan QR Code tor the Ramadan Book 
by Shaytel Musa Jübvit (I alas) 
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We praise and thank Allah for 
allowing, us to complete our task. 
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Musa Jibril (aUl dhas) 
“I went over this booklet and found it to be a 
phenomenal effort and an incredible, huge step in 

delivering the pure Islam and Tawheed to our children in 

a manner they can understand and relate to. 
I ask Allah to bless the sisters behind this effort and their 

E 


work, as they put much effort and time, making this free 
and available for everyone for His sake. I ask Allah that 
their work be a means to raising a new generation of 
Muwahideen, who will bring victory to this deen.” 


— Shaykh Ahmad Jibril («Jl a5) 
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Our JMüssiew 


Our mission is to create free Islamic curriculum in 
accordance to the Qur'aan and Sunnah. With the help of 
Allah, "Tarbiyyatul Iman Publications" was born. We 
want to help homeschooling families and parents 
teach their children the Deen of Allah. We ask Allah to 
keep us sincere, make this beneficial for the Ummah, 
and accept our efforts. All good is from Allah, and any 
mistakes and shortcomings are from us. 


levws of Use 


All curriculum published is free for everyone. It 
should not be reproduced and sold for profit. Do 
not change any of the original content. Everyone 
is welcome and encouraged to share with others. 
Baarak Allahu Feekum! 
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